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I am grateful for the privilege, kindly accorded 
me by your Association, of addressing you on this 
occasion, as it affords me an opportunity of acquainting 
members of the profession with something of the 
history, aims and duties of the organisation established 
by the National Air Raid Precautions for Animals’ 
Committee for the protection of animals in war- 
time. 

Three years before the war, the National Veterinary 
Medical Association approached the Home Office 
to see whether that department would start an organi- 
sation of this kind. The Home Office appointed a 
committee of enquiry, which committee embodied 
several veterinary surgeons but only met once; 
after about 15 months, the “ National” again 
approached the Home Office to see if they would do 
something further. 

As nothing happened, the “ National” appointed 
its own committee to deal with the matter and notified 
the Home Office of its action. A joint meeting 
of the committees of the Home Office and of the 
“ National ” was called and it was agreed to form a 
permanent joint committee to consider the whole 
question. 

At that time, about a year before the war, a main 
concern of the Home Office was to prepare the public 
for possible war and air raids and to that end they 
were drawing up and issuing a number of hand- 
books; this new committee, therefore, was given 
the task of preparing a handbook on A.R.P. for 
Animals (A.R.P. Booklet No. 12), which was issued 
early in 1939. 

Meanwhile, the veterinary members were trying 
to induce the committee to discuss the actual organisa- 
tion that would be necessary for animal A.R.P. Not 
meeting with much success, the “ National” con- 
tinued with its own committee, which drew up a draft 
organisation, which it later submitted to the Home 

ce. 

It appeared that at that time the Home Office did not 
want to initiate any such organisation, possibly because 


*Address presented to the Mid-West Division, 
N.V. M.A., on the occasion of the Annual General Meet- 
ing, held at Bristol, March 15th, 1940. A similar address 
was given to the South- Eastern Division, N.V.M.A., at the 
Annual General Meeting, Maidstone, March 14th, 1940. 
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they wished to avoid making any grant towards its cost. 
Later they hit upon the legitimate, but rather novel, 
expedient of seeking the financial help of the various 
animal welfare societies, who were called together to 
discuss how they could best assist in the question 
of A.R.P. for animals. The societies themselves 
were divided on the question of whether they or the 
Government should accept financial responsibility 
for this organisation. Some of them felt, as did the 
“National,” that if the organisation was to be a success, 
it should be supported by the Government, as other- 
wise it would encounter numerous other difficulties 
due to a lack of full official recognition. Representa- 
tives of other Societies felt differently and agreed 
with the Government point of view that the funds 
of the societies should legitimately be placed at the 
disposal of the nation for this purpose. Upon this 
latter point of view being put directly to the Treasury, 
the latter gladly accepted’ the view that the committee 
should be supported financially, not by the Govern- 
ment, but by funds raised from the public or from the 
animal welfare societies.. 


In July, 1939, at the behest of the Ministry of 
Home Security, the National Air Raid Precautions 
for Animals Committee was formed, with Mr. 
H. E. Dale, c.B., as Chairman and embodying 
representatives of the Ministry of Agriculture and 
Fisheries, the Home Office, the Commissioner of 
Police for the Metropolis, the National Veterinary 
Medical Association, and four of the chief animal 
welfare societies, together with two from Scotland 
and two smaller London ones. We had an original 
veterinary representation of four: Mr. E. C. Lloyd, 
representing. the Ministry of Agriculture ; Colonel 
Stordy, the Scottish Societies 5 Mr. Bywater ; ; and 
myself representing the © National. *» Later, the 
President of the “ National” was added to the 
Committee. 


In the early days, a point at issue was whether 
the Chief Executive Officer of the organisation should 
be a veterinary surgeon. Some felt very strongly 
that he must be, whilst others equally strongly put 
forward the view that as a veterinary surgeon is a 
skilled scientist, he could not be a good administrator 
—an argument already familiar to the profession 
from other sources. Fortunately, the profession had 
available on this occasion a man who had proved him- 
self both as veterinary surgeon and administrator, 
and in August, Colonel Stordy was appointed as Chief 
Executive Officer. 
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A few days before war was declared, Colonel Stordy 
was asked to make arrangements in all evacuable 
areas, for the care of animals in the event of air raids. 
I was then available to assist the Colonel, and 
together with the help of the N.V.M.A. staff, we were 
able, by letter, telegram and telephone, to establish a 
skeleton organisation in all those areas, the organisation 
in each region being under the direction of a veterinary 
surgeon. 

As no funds were available, veterinary surgeons were 
asked to act voluntarily, but they were promised reim- 
bursement of their basic out-of-pocket expenses. They 
were offered nothing more than that and yet during 
those few days we got a unanimous response from 
those members of the profession whom we approached. 
Then, and since, over 750 practising veterinary 
surgeons have been asked to assist us but only five 
have refused to work with the Committee. I think 
it would be readily agreed, if it were generally known, 
that one of the most outstanding acts of the present 
war has been the wonderful response given voluntarily 
and whole-heartedly by the veterinary profession 
to this little-appreciated form of national service. 


_ We had our difficulties at headquarters. There was 


some criticism of the general appointment of veterinary 
surgeons to be in charge of the local organisation. 
That criticism, I am pleased to say, has now largely 
been dissipated, and the technical side of the organisa- 
tion is indisputably under professional control, 
subject to the will of the main committee. But it is 
easy to see how the scheme could have been ruined 
had not the profession responded so generously to our 


Ithas indeed been a fortunate thing for us that the pro- 
fession responded in this way, for without funds difficul- 
ties of organisation were already numerous enough. 
The magnificent response of the profession, however, 
gave heart to its representatives at headquarters. 
It is true that after the first few weeks two of the 
societies guaranteed to defray any debts which could 
not be paid from the result of a public appeal, but that 
was not the same thing as being given the money 
and told to go ahead with the organisation. There- 
fore, at first, we had difficulty in getting equipment. 
More recently, we have been able to order a reasonable 
supply of equipment but the Committee is now 
several thousand pounds in debt. 

Thus considerable progress is being made, but the 
members of the Committee recently received rather a 
shock when, on taking legal advice, they were told 
that they were each severally and collectively respon- 
sible for the debts that the Committee had incurred. 
However, a scheme is being considered which it is 
hoped will remove this liability from the shoulders 
ot individuals carrying out this public service. 
Meanwhile the Committce decided to proceed with 
their work. 

One of the difficulties which arose indirectly from 
the lack of Government financial support was the 
abortive attempts of veterinary officers to secure the 
co-operation of local authorities who informed them 
that no assistance could be given as the Committee 
did not appear really to be a Government service. 
Actually, the organisation is under the auspices of the 
Home Office and the local authorities have becn 


requested by circular to assist us in every way possible 


other than by the giving of State-contributed grants. 
This Home Office circular has, unfortunately, becn 


misinterpreted by certain local authorities, but a 
new circular letter is shortly to be issued to local 
authorities impressing upon them the need (or 
co-operating with and assisting the committ.e’s 
organisation. 

The Committee started by concentrating upon he 
alleviation of animal suffering, mainly in towns, «nd 
the minimisation of the danger to human beings and 
their essential A.R.P. and other services from frenzied 
or gas-contaminated animals. The latter is a real 
danger but yet one which many local authorities failed 
to recognise. Nevertheless, through the perseverance 
of local veterinary officers, the assistance of certain 
local authorities has been. obtained. 

As things have developed, despite all the difficulties, 
the profession can justly be proud of itself and can 
justly claim to have contributed greatly to the estab- 
lishment of a very useful organisation from the 
nation’s point of view. That opinion is shared not 
only by the welfare societies but by various Govern- 
ment departments. Gradually, as the organisation 
has developed, we have been able to extend it to all the 
large cities in Great Britain and finally to the rural 
areas, and have been able to make arrangements for 
dealing with awkward situations which might reason- 
ably be expected to arise on farms as a result of hostile 
enemy action. The organisation is by no means 
perfect, and it varies from place to place, but it is 
improving daily, so perhaps it will be useful to review 
here the many considerations which guide those 
responsible for its development. 


TECHNICAL ORGANISATION AND 
STAFF 


In the main, the organisation consists of the volun- 
tary services of the veterinary profession, the facilities 
afforded by the animal welfare movement and the 
assistance of volunteers versed in animal management. 

The Committee has appointed a Chief and a 
Deputy Chief Executive Officer to its headquarters. 
County, regional and divisional veterinary officers 
have been appointed to assist in the organisation of the 
services in their respective areas. . 

County Veterinary Officers are responsible for the 
supervision of the counties ; 

Regional Veterinary Officers for evacuable areas and 
large cities ; and 

Divisional Veterinary Officers for smaller areas of 
either of the above. 

It is hoped that every veterinary surgeon wil! be 
willing to assist the National A.R.P. for Animals 
Committee, and that all practising members of the 
profession will co-operate fully with neighbouring 
colleagues. The veterinary personnel of the Ministry 
of Agriculture and Fisheries, while unable to 
accept responsibility for local organisation, has 
been instructed to assist in every way possible ; 
officers of the Committee are asked to reciprovate 
by helping the Ministry’s staff at Ports. 

In addition to members of the veterinary profession, 
the technical side of the organisation includes the 
technical officers of animal welfare societies, slaugh‘er- 
men, knackermen, butchers, animal guards or other 
lay persons selected by the veterinary officers 2nd 
given an elementary training in animal management 
and first-aid, and drivers of cars, ambulances, floats 
and other essential vehicles. In view of the fact 
that non-professional persons treating animals ‘or 
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private gain are neither subject to professional disci- 
pline nor to that of a responsible animal welfare 
made y, the Committee has decided :— 

“"Shat no offer of assistance of any description 
for the National A.R.P. for Animals Committee be 
accepted from any persons engaged in the treatment 
of animals for private pecuniary gain other than 
members of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons.” 

Bapce.—The Committee’s workers, vehicles, first- 
aid posts, etc., can all be recognised by the distinctive 
badge of the organisation. This consists of a thin white 
cross superimposed upon a cross of blue set 
within a red circle bearing the words “ National 
A.R.P. for Animals.” In addition to wearing an 
armlet with the words “‘ Animal Service ”’ inscribed 
below the badge, first-aid workers will have an identity 
card signed by the Chief Executive Officer, Colonel 
R. J. Stordy. These identity cards should be dis- 
tributed with care and records should be kept of their 
distribution. Lapel badges in coloured enamel are 
available for veterinary officers and animal service 
helpers at the small cost of one shilling. 

The Main Duties of the Organisation are to provide 
during active hostilities in Great Britain for :-— 

1. The prevention and alleviation of animal 
suffering. 

2. The protection of human beings from panic- 
stricken or gas-contaminated animals, and the 
prevention of the disorganisation of A.R.P., Fire, 
Medical, and other essential services by such 
animals, 

3. The conservation of animals of economic value, 
living or dead. 

4. The protection of food supplies for essential 
animals (transport and farm animals) 

5. The giving of general information and advice 
to animal owners on questions affecting animals in 
war-time. 

The organisation and principal functions of the 
services can be depicted diagrammatically as in the 
accompanying figure. 
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The extent to which individual officers assume 
these duties will vary considerably. A locality highly 
susceptible to air attack will, naturally, have a more 
detailed organisation than a rural district situated in a 
comparatively remote “ safe” area. The respon- 
sibility for the extent of the organisation developed 
in a given locality must be assumed by the resident 
veterinary officer of the Committee. The Chief 
Executive Officer, acting under the authority of the 
— is nevertheless responsible for all technical 

etails. 

Veterinary officers should approach the local 
divisions of the National Veterinary Medical Associa- 
tion, local branches and centres of animal welfare 
societies and the National Farmers’ Union, with a view 
to securing their co-operation and they should con- 
sider the advisability of forming a responsible local 
committee to help in the development of their 
organisation. 


Injuries to Personnel 


The Personal Injuries (Civilian) Scheme, 1939, 
provides for the grant of allowances and pensions :— 

(a) in respect of War injuries, i.e., physical injuries 
caused by enemy attack or the repelling of enemy 
attack ; 

(5) in respect of War service injuries, i.e., physical 
injuries of any kind (including War injuries) sustained 
by Civil Defence Volunteers in the course of the 
performance of their duties as such. 

Allowances and pensions for War injuries are 
payable to (or on account of the death of) all persons 
gainfully occupied, i.e., persons engaged in any trade, 
business, employment, etc., and wholly or sub- 
stantially dependent on it. 

Any organisation established and maintained by 
the National A.R.P. for Animals Committee for the 
purpose of protecting the public from animals which 
become panic-stricken or contaminated with gas as a 
result of enemy action, will be regarded as a Civil 
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A few days before war was declared, Colonel Stordy 
was asked to make arrangements in all evacuable 
areas, for the care of animals in the event of air raids. 
I was then available to assist the Colonel, and 
together with the help of the N.V.M.A. staff, we were 
able, by letter, telegram and telephone, to establish a 
skeleton organisation in all those areas, the organisation 
in each region being under the direction of a veterinary 
surgeon. 

As no funds were available, veterinary surgeons were 
asked to act voluntarily, but they were promised reim- 
bursement of their basic out-of-pocket expenses. They 
were offered nothing more than that and yet during 
those few days we got a unanimous response from 
those members of the profession whom we approached. 
Then, and since, over 750 practising veterinary 
surgeons have been asked to assist us but only five 
have refused to work with the Committee. I think 
it would be readily agreed, if it were generally known, 
that one of the most outstanding acts of the present 
war has been the wonderful response given voluntarily 
and whole-heartedly by the veterinary profession 


to this little-appreciated form of national service. . 


We had our difficulties at headquarters. There was 
some criticism of the general appointment of veterinary 
surgeons to be in charge of the local organisation. 
That criticism, I am pleased to say, has now largely 
been dissipated, and the technical side of the organisa- 
tion is indisputably under professional control, 


subject to the will of the main committee. But it is 
easy to see how the scheme could have been ruined 
had not the profession responded so generously to our 
call 


Ithas indeed been a fortunate thing forus that the pro- 
fession responded in this way, for without funds difficul- 
ties of organisation were already numerous enough. 
The magnificent response of the profession, however, 
gave heart to its representatives at headquarters. 
It is true that after the first few weeks two of the 
societies guaranteed to defray any debts which could 
not be paid from the result of a public appeal, but that 
was not the same thing as being given the money 
and told to go ahead with the organisation. There- 
fore, at first, we had difficulty in getting equipment. 
More recently, we have been able to order a reasonable 
supply of equipment but the Committee is now 
several thousand pounds in debt. ~ 

Thus considerable progress is being made, but the 
members of the Committee recently received rather a 
shock when, on taking legal advice, they were told 
that they were each severally and collectively respon- 
sible for the debts that the Committee had incurred. 
However, a scheme is being considered which it is 
hoped will remove this liability from the shoulders 
ot individuals carrying out this public service. 
Meanwhile the Committce decided to proceed with 
their work. 

One of the difficulties which arose indirectly from 
the lack of Government financial support was the 
abortive attempts of veterinary officers to secure the 
co-operation of local authorities who informed them 
that no assistance could be given as the Committee 
did not appear really to be a Government service. 
Actually, the organisation is under the auspices of the 
Home Office and the local authorities have becn 
‘requested by circular to assist us in every way possible 
other than by the giving of State-contributed grants. 
This Home Office circular has, unfortunately, becn 


misinterpreted by certain local authorities, but « 
new circular letter is shortly to be issued to loca! 
authorities impressing upon them the need for 
co-operating with and assisting th: committee’s 
organisation. 

The Committee started by concentrating upon th: 
alleviation of animal suffering, mainly in towns, and 
the minimisation of the danger to human beings and 
their essential A.R.P. and other services from frenzie« 
or gas-contaminated animals. The latter is a real 
danger but yet one which many local authorities failed 
to recognise. Nevertheless, through the perseverance 
of local veterinary officers, the assistance of certain 
local authorities has been-obtained. | 

As things have developed, despite all the difficulties, 
the profession can justly be proud of itself and can 
justly claim to have. contributed greatly to the estab- 
lishment of a very useful organisation from the 
nation’s point of view. That opinion is shared not 
only by the welfare societies but by various Govern- 
ment departments. Gradually, as the organisation 
has developed, we have been able to extend it to all the 
large cities in Great Britain and finally to the rural 
areas, and have been able to make arrangements for 
dealing with awkward situations which might reason- 
ably be expected to arise on farms as a result of hostile 
enemy action. The organisation is by no means 
perfect, and it varies from place to place, but it is 
improving daily, so perhaps it will be useful to review 
here the many considerations which guide those 
responsible for its development. 


TECHNICAL ORGANISATION AND 
STAFF 


In the main, the organisation consists of the volun- 
tary services of the veterinary profession, the facilities 
afforded by the animal welfare movement and the 
assistance of volunteers versed in animal management. 

The Committee has appointed a Chief and a 
Deputy Chief Executive Officer to its headquarters. 
County, regional and divisional veterinary officers 
have been appointed to assist in the organisation of the 
services in their respective areas. . 

County Veterinary Officers are responsible for the 
supervision of the counties ; 

Regional Veterinary Officers for evacuable areas and 
large cities ; and 

Divisional Veterinary Officers for smaller areas of 
either of the above. 

It is hoped that every veterinary surgeon will be 
willing to assist the National A.R.P. for Animais 
Committee, and that all practising members of the 
profession will co-operate fully with neighbouring 
colleagues. The veterinary personnel of the Ministry 
of Agriculture and Fisheries, while unable to 
accept responsibility for local organisation, has 
been instructed to assist in every way possible ; 
officers of the Committee are asked to reciprocate 
by helping the Ministry’s staff at Ports. 

In addition to members of the veterinary profession, 
the technical side of the organisation includes the 
technical officers of animal welfare societies, slaughter- 
men, knackermen, butchers, animal guards or other 
lay persons selected by the veterinary officers anc 
given an elementary training in animal management 
and first-aid, and drivers of cars, ambulances, floats 
and other essential vehicles. In view of the fac: 
that non-professional persons treating animals for 
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private gain are neither subject to professional disci- 
pline nor to that of a responsible animal welfare 
society, the Committee has decided :— 

“ That no offer of assistance of any description 
for the National A.R.P. for Animals Committee be 
accepted from any persons engaged in the treatment 
of animals for private pecuniary gain other than 
members of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons.” 

BapGE.—The Committee’s workers, vehicles, first- 
aid posts, etc., can all be recognised by the distinctive 
badge of the organisation. This consists of a thin white 
cross superimposed upon a cross of blue set 
within a red circle bearing the words “ National 
A.R.P. for Animals.” In addition to wearing an 
armlet with the words “ Animal Service ”’ inscribed 
below the badge, first-aid workers will have an identity 
card signed by the Chief Executive Officer, Colonel 
R. J. Stordy. These identity cards should be dis- 
tributed with care and records should be kept of their 
distribution. Lapel badges in coloured enamel are 
available for veterinary officers and animal service 
helpers at the small cost of one shilling. 

The Main Duties of the Organisation are to provide 
during active hostilities in Great Britain for :— 

1. The prevention and alleviation of animal 
suffering. 

2. The protection of human beings from panic- 
stricken or gas-contaminated animals, and the 
prevention of the disorganisation of A.R.P., Fire, 
Medical, and other essential services by such 
animals. 

3. The conservation of animals of economic value, 
living or dead. 

4. The protection of food supplies for essential 
animals (transport and farm animals). 

5. The giving of general information and advice 
to animal owners on questions affecting animals in 
war-time. 

The organisation and principal functions of the 
services can be depicted diagrammatically as in the 
accompanying figure. 
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The extent to which individual officers assume 
these duties will vary considerably. A locality highly 
susceptible to air attack will, naturally, have a more 
detailed organisation than a rural district situated in a 
comparatively remote “safe” area. The respon- 
sibility for the extent of the organisation developed 
in a given locality must be assumed by the resident 
veterinary officer of the Committee. The Chief 
Executive Officer, acting under the authority of the 
a ittee, is nevertheless responsible for all technical 

etails. 

Veterinary officers should approach the local 
divisions of the National Veterinary Medical Associa- 
tion, local branches and centres of animal welfare 
societies and the National Farmers’ Union, with a view 
to securing their co-operation and they should con- 
sider the advisability of forming a responsible local 
committee to help in the development of their 


organisation. 


Injuries to Personnel 


The Personal Injuries (Civilian) Scheme, 1939, 
provides for the grant of allowances and pensions :— 

(a) in respect of War injuries, i.e., physical injuries 
caused by enemy attack or the repelling of enemy 
attack ; 

(5) in respect of War service injuries, 7.e., physical 
injuries of any kind (including War injuries) sustained 
by Civil Defence Volunteers in the course of the 
performance of their duties as such. 

Allowances and pensions for War injuries are 
payable to (or on account of the death of) all persons 
gainfully occupied, i.e., persons engaged in any trade, 
business, employment, etc., and wholly or sub- 
stantially dependent on it. 

Any organisation established and maintained by 
the National A.R.P. for Animals Committee for the 
purpose of protecting the public from animals which 
become panic-stricken or contaminated with gas as a 
result of enemy action, will be regarded as a Civil 
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Defence organisation for the purpose of war service 
injuries allowances and pensions. 

Veterinary officers will be asked shortly to distribute 
forms to their technical personnel so that headquarters 
may obtain the full personal details necessary in order 
that the schedule of persons who can be included in 
this category can be compiled. The information 
contained in the forms will also enable the Chief 
Executive Officer to press for reservations from 
military service of individuals essential to the Animal 
A.R.P. service who have liabilities in the National 
Service (Armed Forces) Act, 1939: 


Legal Protection 

In order that the Committee’s personnel can under- 
take duties allocated to. them, certain legislation is 
necessary, and new orders are under consideration 
by the Ministry of Home Security to regularise the 


position. 
Maintenance of Communication 


To ensure maintenance of communication during an 
emergency, close contact with the police and A.R.P. 
services should be made and, where possible, the entire 
veterinary service in each respective area should be 
linked up through a central veterinary control station. 
Generally the residence or surgery of the veterinary 
officer is acceptable as the central veterinary control 
of the county, region or division. In urban areas it 
will usually be found convenient for the public to be the 
primary medium for the communication of information 
in regard to animal casualties. Only through making 
the public and local authorities fully acquainted with 
the Committee’s arrangements will veterinary officers be 
able to receive information regarding the progress of 
raids and prompt notification of the existence of 
casualties demanding attention. Without rapid and 
reliable communication—vital to the whole organisa- 
tion—the efficiency and utility of the service would be 
very considerably curtailed. 

The Post Office amthorities have already circulated 
to their local officers lists of subscribers who will be 
afforded full service at all times, and veterinary 
surgeons are included in Schedule E of the list of 
Preference Service Lines ; they thus have the privilege 
of a continuous telephonic service during and 
immediately after raids. Nevertheless, veterinary 
officers should make it their duty to confirm with their 
local telephone manager that their outgoing service 
will be available in an emergency. If any difficulties 
are brought to the notice of the Chief Executive 
Officer, he will take the matter up, through the Home 
Office, with the General Post Office. 

Veterinary officers should compile a directory of 
the names, addresses and telephone numbers of all 
veterinary surgeons, first-aid posts for animals, etc., 
in their areas and hand copies to the police and A.R.P. 
authorities. By taking these steps locally, effective 
co-operation and mutual assistance can be established 
between the National A.R.P. for Animals Service 
and other essential services, although it must be 
borne in mind that the amount of assistance available 
from collateral services will be dependent upon the 
exigencies of the moment. 

In many areas boy scouts, cyclists and selected 
animal: guards have been enrolled to act as runners 
or. messengers after air raids between the veterinary 
officer and his animal posts. Such a safeguard against 


the breakdown of communications may prove most 
useful. 


Mobile Veterinary Units 


The organisation of the National A.R.P. for Animals 
Committee must perforce be based largely on the 
mobile unit system, for the numerical strength of the 
veterinary profession, having regard to the large 
urban districts and extensive rural areas requiring 
supervision, admits of no other solution. 

The mobile veterinary unit will visit any place 
needing its assistance, whether this be a first-aid post, 
stable, kennel, market or farm. Normally it consists 
of the veterinary officer and two or three trained 
assistants and its mobility is generally provided by 
the veterinary officer’s car. The few veterinary 
surgeons without cars should make arrangements 
for the loan or hire of a vehicle for use in an emergency 
and, similarly, transport should be held in readiness 
for the collection of injured or strayed animals. Any 
cost incurred by this arrangement will be borne by the 
Committee. 

An expert slaughterman should be included in the 
unit, so that “ marketable ”’ carcases may be salvaged. 
(Vide the arrangements under the Ministry of Food, 
page 321.) 

In addition to the normal equipment of a veterinary 
surgeon, the mobile unit should carry first-aid 
dressings, convenient packages of “‘ bleach,” a stirrup 
pump with two-way nozzle capable of delivering 
either a bleach suspension or a fine mist spray, a 
bucket, a dog grasper, a 60 foot length of rope for the 
capture of free, large animals, and a humane killer 
or other suitable weapon with light and heavy 
ammunition. A captive bolt pistol is preferred to a 
weapon discharging a free bullet, but their cost is 
somewhat high and their issue has had to be curtailed. 
A horse pistol with free bullet is much cheaper and a 
number of these have been issued. Butcher’s equip- 
ment, such as a knife, steel, and possibly haulage 
tackle, is a useful addition. The personnel of the 
mobile unit will be issued with protective clothing. 


First-Aid Posts for Animals 


The efficiency of the technical branch depends largely 
for its success upon its mobile veterinary units whose 
mobility renders the establishment of a large number of 
first-aid posts unnecessary. The majority of the pre- 
mises of veterinary surgeons and of the hospitals and 
the clinics of recognised animal welfare societies will be 
utilised as permanent first-aid posts and should be 
satisfactorily staffed during times of emergency. 
In many areas, a number of other convenient centres 
have been placed at the disposal of the Committee 
through the good offices of those responsible for 
markets, lairages, race courses, greyhound tracks, 


' vacant hunt kennels, convenient stables or empty 


garages. "The selection of the posts must be made by 
the veterinary officer but animal guards, in their visits 
from house to house, may learn of suitable premises 
which an owner is prepared to loan free to the Com- 


mittee, and may thus facilitate the work of selection | 


for the veterinary officer. These first-aid posts, in the 
majority of cases, will not be permanently staffed, 
but it is anticipated that voluntary workers, given some 
elementary training by the veterinary officer, will be 
ready to undertake the duty of receiving patients or 
strays at these posts and of administering preliminary 
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first-aid treatment while awaiting the arrival of the 
mobile veterinary unit operating in the district. 

First-aid dressings and other essentials will be 
found in readiness at each post, many of which will 
be equipped with appliances for electrocution, 
lethalising or captive bolt destruction. It is expected 
that the veterinary officer and the trained worker will 
supply their own surgical instruments, but means 
should be provided for the adequate control of cats and 
dogs whilst awaiting attention. 

Casualties will be treated in the first instance on 
the voluntary basis of the National A.R.P. for Animals 
Committee organisation, but should continued treat- 
ment be necessary—and the veterinary surgeon will 
advise in this connection—subsequent professional 
attendance becomes the owner’s responsibility and 
should be carried out by the practitioner generally 
employed by the owner of the animal concerned. 

if there is any suspicion that animals are con- 
taminated with gas, they must on no account be taken 
into a first-aid post until decontaminated by persons 
properly clothed for the purpose and versed in anti-gas 
methods. The veterinary surgeon will decide whether 
the animal is to be submitted to treatment or 
humanely destroyed. 

Detention Posts 

Provision should be made in towns for a number 0” 
detention posts to which injured or frightened animals 
may be taken after raids to await treatment. These 
posts will not be equipped as first-aid centres, but will 
be in charge of selected animal guards and will have 
wall rings and leads, kennels, baskets, boxes or cages 
to enable dogs and cats to be kept under reasonable 
control whilst awaiting the visit of the mobile veterinary 
unit. These posts may be selected by animal guards, 
but they must be approved by the veterinary officer. 

A list of first-aid posts and detention posts for 
animals should be in possession of the veterinary 
officer, the A.R.P. authorities and the police. 

The staffs of the animal welfare clinics, hospitals and 
dispensaries, first-aid posts and detention posts are not 
expected to go out during an air-raid, but are instructed 
from their respective headquarters to proceed to their 
posts immediately upon the sounding of the “‘ raiders 
passed”’ signal. In selecting either additional first-aid 
posts or detention posts, care must be exercised to 
avoid including establishments purporting to treat 
animals but not working under the normal super- 
vision of a veterinary surgeon or that of a charitable 
animal welfare society. 


Transport Facilities 

Transport should be available for both small and large 
animals. Many veterinary surgeons and the animal 
welfare societies have ambulances or other suitable 
vehicles for the transport of small animals, but further 
offers of private cars or cars with trailers are generally 
acceptable. Ambulances and other suitable vehicles for 
large animals are more difficult to secure, but it may be 
possible to obtain floats from animal welfare societies, 
animal transport contractors, railway companies, 
farmers or hunts. 

Any vehicle which is intended for use in an emer- 
gency should be registered and bear the Committee’s 
official car badge. This badge carries with it the 
right to proceed and, therefore, discretion should be 
exercised in its distribution. 

Arrangements for the transport of the Committee’s 
Personnel in areas where there is a deficiency of 


transport, are under active consideration and will be 
communicated to veterinary officers as soon as 
possible. 

If a car is being used solely as an ambulance, then 
the payment of the Road Fund licence can be avoided 
if the following procedure is adopted. Apply to the 
local county council for a licensing form for a motor 
ambulance, stating that the vehicle is used for no other 
purpose, and mentioning that exemption from Road 
Fund licence duty is requested. Subsequently the 
licence will be issued with the word “ exemption ” 
stamped across it. The car is subject to the normal 
insurance regulations. 

Whatever arrangements are made for transport, 
they should be co-ordinated within the county or town 
so that a sudden heavy demand in one particular 
locality may be met. Where the Committee’s per- 
sonnel is assisting with the removal of carcases, 
arrangements should be made in conjunction with the 
local authorities,so that the: same vehicles are not 
reserved by two different authorities for the transport 
of live or dead animals. (See page 320.) 

Every regional officer should enquire whether the 
insurance policies in respect of the vehicles on which 
he is likely to call give cover for use on National A.R.P. 
for Animals Committee services. If such cover is 
not available, representations should be made to the 
Chief Executive Officer giving full details of the car, 
that is to say, registered number, horse power, seating 
capacity and anything else likely to be required. 


Petrol Supplies 


It will be appreciated that there are many diffi- 
culties in making special arrangements for the issue 
of supplies of petrol for work under the National 
A.R.P. for Animals Committee. Veterinary officers 
are advised, when making application for supple- 
mentary supplies of petrol, to state specificially 
their estimated requirements for their special A.R.P. 
organisation duties and to accompany this with a 
letter signed by the Chief Executive Officer of the 
Committee, supporting the application. Veterinary 
surgeons have a high degree of preferential treatment 
in petrol rationing but, should ‘difficulties arise, the 
claim is best re-submitted through the procedure 
arranged by the National Veterinary Medical Asso- 
ciation. 

In order to ensure adequate supplies of petrol 
for their mobile units, ambulances, large animal floats 
and other transport during emergencies, veterinary 


officers should make a complete list of the vehicles 


to be called upon at such times and submit this list 
to the Divisiorial Petroleum Officer (D.P.O.), empha- 
sising the dependence of the animal A.R.P. services 
upon mobility and the all-important need for an 
immediate supply of petrol, and intimating the location 
of the various vehicles and the distances likely to 
be covered. This statement should be accompanied 
by a request for information as to what arrangements 
the Petroleum Officer is prepared to make to satisfy 
this need, e.g., by the issue of special vouchers or 
by instructing owners of special petrol pumps to 
supply petrol to the vehicles of the National A.R.P. 
for Animals Committee at such times. Should no 
satisfactory arrangements be arrived at, the Chief 
Executive Officer should be informed. 

In a few areas, veterinary officers have been able to 
make arrangements with the local police or A.R.P. 
authorities to draw on their special supplies of petrol 
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in case of need. This latter arrangement is eminently 
satisfactory for emergencies, particularly if arrange- 
ments can be made for the supply of petrol for all 
the necessary vehicles. 

Horse STANDINGS AND SHELTERS.—The protection 
and restraint of horses in the streets of our large cities 
is a matter of great importance, not only in the 
interest of the horse, but also for the protection of the 
public from frenzied or runaway animals. It is 
essential that horses be removed from the main 
thoroughfares to avoid impeding the free passage 
of such priority transport as ambulances and the 
Fire Brigade ; wherever possible, the animals should 
be moved to a place of greater safety. 

Thanks to the facilities which have been granted 
by those responsible for public parks, cricket and 
football clubs, park squares and stables and to the offer 
of empty garages by private individuals, it has been 
possible, in many towns throughout the country, to 
arrange for emergency shelters and standings to which 
horses can be taken. His Majesty the King has set 
a gracious example in this matter by granting facilities 
for the establishment of horse standings and first-aid 
posts at Buckingham Palace stables. No _ large 
town with horse transport can have too many of these 
emergency standings. It has recently been arranged 
for the uniformed inspectors of the animal welfare 
societies to undertake the further extension of horse 
shelters and standings, thereby relieving many 
veterinary officers of this duty, and to advise the police. 

Doc SHELTERS.—In several towns, householders 
have agreed to display in their windows an official 
notice. inviting owners with their dogs to take shelter 
if an air-raid warning sounds when they are in the 
streets, for dogs are not allowed to enter public 
shelters. In some districts, dog shelters have also 
been arranged in garages, etc., in close proximity 
to public shelters, and these have been suitably 
indicated ; they are usually provided with wall rings 
to which the dogs may be leashed. In this way, the 
risk of animals being turned adrift is minimised. 


Gas-Contaminated Animals 


The management, control, decontamination and 
treatment of gas-affected animals is a duty falling upon 
the workers of the National A.R.P. for Animals 
Committee. In order to carry out this duty, all 
individuals participating in it must be provided with 
protective clothing, otherwise they will themselves 
become casualties. Every endeavour is being made 
to expedite the issue of necessary equipment, including 
helmets, civilian duty gas masks, gloves, wellington 
boots and a light, protective cloak or smock. This 
loose cloak, made of an absorbent twill of knee length, 
has more than one layer of material where the garment 
is most likely to be exposed to gas and the shoulders 
are further protected by a cape of oiled satin. The 
smock, whilst protecting against normal concentra- 
tions of gas for a reasonable time, allows freedom 
and ability to work. If contaminated, the garment 
should be removed as soon as possible and hung up 
to “weather” for two or three days, when it can 
safely be used again. After removal of a contaminated 
cloak, the wearer should, whenever possible, remove 
all his clothing and take a bath. Cloaks similar 
to those to be issued by the Committee have been 
worn without ill-effect by men _ experimentally 
subjected to spraying with gas for several hours. 


Until, however, an adequate supply of anti-gas 
equipment is forthcoming, the Chief Executive Officer 
has found it advisable to notify the Home Office 
and local authorities that, without such clothing, 
it is impossible for the Committee’s personnel to 
attempt the control of gas-affected animals. This 
difficulty has been overcome, in many districts, through 
the co-operation of the local authorities and A.R.P. 
departments who meantime have placed protective 
clothing at the disposal of our workers. 

To enable veterinary officeis to undertake the 
decontamination of gas-affected animals, a stirrup 
pump and a supply of non-hygroscopic bleach powder 
will be provided for each mobile unit. It must be 
borne in mind that gas-contaminated animals may 
escape from gas danger zones and means for their 
immediate capture, decontamination and treatment 
must be available. 


The Removal of Animal Carcases 


Ordinarily, when the police find carcases in the 
street, they communicate with a_horse-slaughterer 
or ambulance service of an animal welfare society and 
secure their removal, and endeavour to recover the 
cost from the owners. This is apparently not a duty 
imposed upon the police but is solely an arrangement 
of expediency and, after an air-raid, the police would 
probably follow the same procedure. 

Except where food animals are concerned, the 
removal of animal carcases and their decontam- 
ination, where necessary, is not a duty legally 
falling upon the National A.R.P. for Animals Com- 
mittee, but where veterinary officers and their staffs 
can reasonably assist local authorities in the discharge 
of this duty, such help may be given. 

Where there are no means of removing carcases 
by the normal trade outlets, they can be buried or, 
in isolated situations, fenced off and allowed to 
“weather.” If time and material are available, 
carcases can be sprayed with bleach solution. Wher- 
ever possible, maximum salvage of usable material 
should be secured. 


Methods for Dealing with Feod Animals 


1. IN Rurat Areas.—The problem of providing 
an A.R.P. Service adequate to deal with every possible 
contingency that may occur among farm animals 
in rural areas is obviously incapable of immediate 
solution, but a reasonable service can be rendered to 
farmers through the Committee’s mobile veterinary 
units. 

Should treatment of injured animals be possible, 
the veterinary officer will render first-aid and then 
recommend the farmer to call in his own veterinary 
surgeon fer the continuance of treatment. 

When an animal is severely injured, prompt 
slaughter is indicated. (N.B.—Section 11 of the 
Protection of Animals Act, 1911, empowers a police 
constable, on the certificate of a veterinary surgeon, 
to slaughter, or cause to be slaughtered, such an 
animal. The Ministry of Home Security have under 
consideration the issue of Defence Regulations 
to permit Chief Officers of Police to authorise Nation:l 
A.R.P. Animals Committee personnel to slaughter 
animals in certain cases without a police constable 
having to give directions). Should slaughter be 
necessary, rapid decision and determined action 
are essential; these decisions involve the con 
sideration of veterinary medicine and, surgery, stock 
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valuation, butchering and the fitness of meat for 
human consumption: the veterinary surgeon is, 
therefore, both by training and experience, the most 
competent person to undertake the work. 

It has been agreed, in consultation with representa- 
tives of the Ministry of Food, the Ministry of Agri- 
culture and Fisheries, the Home Office and the 
Executive Officers of the National A.R.P. for Animals 
Committee, that this work shall be carried out by the 
Committee’s mobile units. 

Although the Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries 
has no responsibility where farm animals are injured 
or killed by high explosives, incendiary bombs or gas, 
it has been agreed that their veterinary officers, unless 
engaged on more important Ministerial work at the 
time, shall assist. mobile units of the Committee in 
every way possible. 

For the proper working of the salvage organisation, 
it is the duty of the veterinary officer to consult with 
representatives of the National Farmers’ Union, the 
butchers and the District and County Chairmen of 
Auctioneers and Area and County Slaughterhouse 
Agents appointed by the Ministry of Food. 

In the disposal of the carcases of animals killed or 
slaughtered, special attention must be devoted to the 
conservation of meat supplies. It is feared that in 
rural districts, owing to lack of butchering facilities, 
a proportion of carcases will probably be fit only for the 
knacker but the decision of the veterinary officer will 
obviously depend upon a variety of circumstances. 
He will slaughter where necessary, have the carcase 
bled and cause it to be removed to the nearest slaughter- 
house or suitable centre, at the same time notifying the 
Ministry of Food’s District Chairman of Auctioneers. 
For the effective execution of these duties, at least one 
butcher or expert slaughterman should be included 
in each veterinary mobile unit and, when possible, 
the assistance of a squad of expert slaughterers with 
tackle arranged. 

The carcase of an animal killed without immediate 
bleeding and dressing is normally not suitable for 
human food, but where an animal has been suddenly 
killed by the infliction of severe wounds and, particu- 
larly if the wounds themselves have led to heavy 
bleeding, the carcase may be marketable, provided 
thorough bleeding is carried out promptly or, at most, 
within 20 minutes of death, and that the carcase is 
properly dressed without delay. 

It must not be assumed that the carcase of a gas- 
contaminated animal is unfit for human food. Unless 
the animal is grossly drenched with gas, the meat can 
generally be used for human consumption. If a rapid 
decontamination of the surface of the animal with 
bleach solution and a spray pump is carried out, 
followed by a partial washing down with water, the 
animal may be slaughtered, bled and dressed in the 
normal way and the carcase used for human food. 
A superficial layer of the flesh should be removed 
where there is a heavy contamination over an area of 
skin and the rest used for human consumption, unless 
an arsenical gas is suspected. 

Meat.—Dressed meat, contaminated with high 
concentrations of phosgene, may become slightly 
discoloured, but the normal appearance will be restored 
on airing and cooking and the meat may be eaten. 
The same remarks apply to lean meat affected with 
mustard gas in /ow concentrations, but it may be 
advisable to remove the superficial layers. Fatty 
meats may become unpalatable as they absorb gas 


rapidly. All food which has come in contact with 
liquid blister gas (non-arsenical) must be regarded with 
suspicion ;_ fatty foodstuffs so contaminated will 
almost certainly be highly dangerous. If there is the 
slightest suspicion that meat is affected with arsenical 
gas, it should be examined by a competent analytical 
expert at the behest of the hocal authorities. 

2. Foop ANIMALS IN 'Towns.—Veterinary officers 
should acquaint themselves with the location and 
approximate number of animals likely to be present 
at any time in stables, byres, piggeries and markets 
situated in towns, so that they will be in a position 
to concentrate their forces and call for extra help, 
should the occasion arise. Advice on protective 
measures should be given to the owners. When stables, 
etc., are locked, ‘a key should be left in a prearranged 
accessible place so that the animals may be rapidly 
released. 

3. ANIMALS AT Ports.—In framing the organisation 
at certain centres, collections of animals at ports must 
be remembered, for although these animals are usually 
under the supervision of the veterinary staff of the 
Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries, the Committee’s 
officers should be ready to collaborate with them. 


Tue Nationa, A.R.P. ror ANIMALS COMMITTEE 
AND THE ANIMAL-OWNING PUBLIC 


The booklet, ‘‘ War-time Aids for all Animal 
Owners,” isssued by the Committee, is available to 
the public. Further advice can be given by veterinary 
officers to animal owners by means of public addresses, 
announcements in the local Press, etc. On all such 
occasions, in order that the public may not be confused, 
it is important that veterinary officers should stress 
the national character of their work and emphasise 
the fact that the organisation is part of the scheme of 
the National A.R.P. for Animals‘ Committee. 


The Registration and Appeal Branch of the National 
A.R.P. for Animals Committee. 


The cost of equipment and the maintenance of 
the service throughout the country must depend 
upon the generous and voluntary support of the 
British public. Veterinary officers, without necessarily 
undertaking any responsibility, are urged to assist 
whenever and wherever possible, the efforts of the 
Appeal Sub-committee of the National A.R.P. for 
Animals Committee to raise funds. 

This Sub-committee has established a REeGIsTRA- 
TION BRANCH with headquarters at 166, Cromwell 
Road, London, S.W.5. The Branch is organising, 
through an army of volunteer Animal Guards, 
both the registration of animals and a_house- 
to-house collection throughout the country. These 
guards will act in some measure as liaison officers 
between the professional and trained personnel of the 
Committee and the general public, but they are not 
required to undertake any first-aid or other skilled 
work unless the veterinary officers in the locality 
specifically wish for such help and the Animal Guard 
has some special aptitude for this work. Every effort 
will be made to keep Regional and Divisional Officers 
informed of the progress of the Appeals Organisation 
in their areas, but it is hoped that there will be close 
local contact between those responsible for the 
technical side of the organisation and those supervising 
the appeal and registration. 
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The scheme consists essentially of an appeal to 
the public by means of a house-to-house collection. 
Animal Guards call upon owners of animals and offer 
to register them so that in the event of trouble or 
injury the owners can be rapidly traced and notified 
of the whereabouts and condition of their pets. 
After registration the owner is asked to make a small 
donation to the Committee’s funds. The organisers, 
from their experience, consider that 6d. a head will be 
raised in this way and on that basis a sum of about 
£50,000 may be expected. 


Difficulties have developed in certain areas from - 


the independent working of the registration and 
technical branches. These difficulties emphasise the 
necessity for efficient co-ordination with the registra- 
tion branch, both at headquarters and locally. 
Veterinary officers are urged to establish and maintain 
contact with their local registration officers, possibly 
by adding the local registration branch organisers to 
their local committee. Often the exercise of con- 
siderable tact is required and even a change in the rela- 
tions which have hitherto existed between some 
veterinary surgeons and the animal welfare societies. 
Good is already resulting from this collaboration in 
many ways, not the least of which is the fact that the 
representatives of the societies, and others, have gained 
a better appreciation of the profession and its work— 
an appreciation which might reasonably lead to an 
improvement in the Act governing the practice and 
exercise of veterinary medicine and surgery. 

An advantage of the registration scheme is that it 
brings to the notice of people throughout the country 
that the A.R.P. organisation for animals is working, 
but this has naturally raised in the public’s mind the 
question “ Where is my nearest animal first-aid 

t?” As a result of this demand, it is probably 
advisable to set up more first-aid posts and detention 
posts than might otherwise be deemed necessary. 
It is difficult to get the town-dweller to understand 
that distances of a few miles are nothing in veterinary 
practice, when they are accustomed to human 
A.R.P. posts within a short distance of their homes. 

Just as we hope to get assistance from the Ministry, 
so must we be ready to assist them. There are certain 
possibilities which might develop in rural areas and 
which will involve the mobilisation and migration of 
many veterinary surgeons. The Committee is, there- 
fore, forming a “‘ Disease Emergency Panel,” and they 
are shortly circularising the profession asking them, 
as individuals, if they will be willing to agree, in an 
emergency of that character, to act on such a 
panel. Thus individuals on the panel might be 
summoned, for example, from Cornwall to the 
East Coast or any place where extra assistance is 
needed. Veterinary surgeons agreeing to act on this 
panel would be appointed under conditions similar 
to those governing temporary appointments in the 
Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries. 

In order to secure the greatest benefits of local know- 
ledge, the organisation within any particular area is left, 
in a very large measure, to the local people themselves, 
but I would emphasise that it is the Committee’s wish 
to have the assistance of every veterinary surgeon. 
So far as is possible, we want to have every member 
of the profession acting as a divisional veterinary 
officer. With the object of securing the widest 


collaboration, I would urge you, wherever possible, 
to avoid personal animosity, and to remember that 
the profession’s motto, Vis unita fortior, implies the 


| 


need for the fullest co-operation within the professicn 
to ensure its greatest advancement. 


Discussion 


Mr. J. R. Hewer (Swindon) expressed the members’ 
thanks to Dr. Wooldridge for his address, and proposed 
that the branch should send a letter of thanks to Colone!| 
Stordy, Dr. Wooldridge and other members of the Com- 
mittee thanking them for the enormous amount of work 
they had put in on behalf of the profession. He was 
sure the new committee would lead to a better appreci:- 
tion of veterinary surgeons and their labours. He was 
very glad they had been recognised officially for this 
work, for they would have been called out in any case. 
Now they could go out and get what they wanted done. 

His own Town Clerk had been most helpful with 
regard to telephone priority. Apparently any trouble in 
that direction was due not so much to the local authorities 
as to the telephone people. He had also asked for 
priority for the R.S.P.C.A. inspector and for a knacker, 
but this could not be guaranteed. Yet these men were 
key men in the organisation. 

One of the difficulties with regard to slaughtering was 
that farmers sometimes sent their animals a long way. 
He took it that the veterinary surgeon would have the 
authority to slaughter on the farm just as he ‘would if 
the animals were in the street. 

Mr. C. R. GoL_epcGe (Trowbridge) added his thanks to 
the speaker, and seconded the proposal that a letter should 
be sent to the committee, stressing how much they 
appreciated what had been done for the profession. 
Fuller instructions should be issued for the preparation 
of the bleach suspension and for the length of time it 
should be left on the animal. Was the protective clothing 
to be issued only to veterinary surgeons? In Wiltshire 
the local authorities were willing to allow them a limited 
number of the heavy suits, and generally were very 
helpful. They were allowing petrol for exercises and 
mobile parties. 

Referring to the question of control centres, he said 
that in the event of the sirens going they had arranged 
for the ordinary centres throughout the county to take 
messages from the wardens and to transmit them to the 
nearest veterinary surgeon. That arrangement had actu- 
ally been carried out in exercises and messages had been 
sent from wardens in outlying districts to the contro! 
centre and thence to veterinary surgeons. He thought 
it far better for messages and information to go through 
the normal centres than to try to set up their own 
system, because the general control had much information 
which others had not—what roads were blocked, where 
traffic was being diverted—and so could advise them 
whether to proceed direct to injured animals or to wait 
until a fire or other emergency work had first received 
attention. 

Under the existing regulations certain slaughterhouses 
only were available for use; so far as he was concerned 
the recognised slaughterhouses would be no use in the 
event of an emergency. He presumed he was right in 
making arrangements for the use of other slaughterhouses 
at such times, provided the usual 48 hours’ notice was 


given. 
Mr. W. Tweep (Taunton) said they could than 
the “National” for having given the veterinary 


profession the opportunity to prove its essential value i. 
this new national organisation. If they had not been 
willing to assist, the societies would have taken all the 
credit for producing the scheme and the members of the 
profession would have been nonentities. ~The profession 
had been kept in the forefront, but he still thought the 
scheme was too cumbersome. ‘The practitioner, wh: 
was by nature an unassuming sort of fellow, was fre- 
quently asked to cal] a meeting and persuade the publi: 
to perform voluntary duties, a task which many of therm 
would not relish. He thought they were coming to some- 
thing of more practical value when they spoke about « 
corps of veterinary surgeons ready to proceed to an» 
area which was being-submitted to enemy action. I: 
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seemed that in time the “ National” would create a 
corps of that sort—a most desirable development. He 
’ thought the ordinary A.R.P, wardens could be instructed 
to get in touch with the veterinary service, if necessary, 
thereby avoiding the setting up of a separate control 
organisation. 

Mr. T. J. Marcarson (Stroud) raised the question of 
finance, saying that if the equipment they had heard 
about was to be sent out to 750 persons the cost would 
hardly reach the figure mentioned by Dr. Wooldridge. 

He was not quite satisfied with the registration pro- 
cedure. In one area to his knowledge an organiser had 
been appointed and he turned out to be most unsatisfac- 
tery; he was a man who was unpopular personally, 
particularly with several veterinary surgeons. If it was 
not too late he would suggest that the veterinary surgeons 
should first be consulted about the appointment of any 
Divisional Officers, so as to avoid that sort of thing. 

Mr, A. J. Baxter (Lechlade) said they were apparently 
expected to carry a humane killer or a revolver, but he 
had been unable to get ammunition. Some time before 
he had received a letter saying that a kmacker in 
Gloucester would notify him of casualties in his area, but 
as Gloucester was 30 miles away he did not think that 
was going to help much, and wondered whether he ought 
to make other arrangements, 

Mr. Fox (Taunton) said he was one of those who 
thought that A.R.P. both for humans and animals had 
been developed to too great an extent, and that the 
expenditure involved was hardly worth while. Possibly 
in the more vulnerable areas some form of protection 
should be evolved, but he had had actual experience of 
air raids, and his experience suggested that despite 
previous preparation, chaos was not avoided. He also 
thought they were taking too many precautions against 
the possibility of gas. Other recent wars had shown 
that gas would probably not be used, and he considered 
that they should concentrate on preparing for high explo- 
sive and incendiary bombs, 

Mr. Hewer (Swindon) said they should be careful in 
using cars in a gas zone, because if they became contami- 
nated there was a danger of their being spoiled in the 
decontamination process. 

The question of animals turned out to pasture, possibly 
some miles from any dwelling, was raised by Mr. S. V. 
GoLLepcE (Trowbridge), who asked whether the veter- 
the responsibility for 


inary surgeon could assume 
slaughtering any wounded animals on farms. The owner 
might say afterwards: “That was my best cow. I would 


not have lost her in any circumstances. If she had had 
only three legs left I should have liked to have kept her.” 
= were they to be safeguarded against claims of that 
sort 

Mr. A. A. Assotr (Burnham) stated that he had 
approached the owners of several garages which were 
empty with a view to using them as first aid posts, but 
the Council had said at once that if these were used, rates 
would be charged. The owners would not let them have 
the garages for that reason, and he thought the Home 
Office should be approached on the matter. 


_ THE REPLY 


Replying to various points which had been raised in 
the discussion, Dr. Wooldridge said that details for the 
application of bleach suspension would be given in a 
technical handbook which was to be issued, but contact 
with bleach for ten minutes was generally long enough. 
If they wanted to salvage carcases bleach should be 
applied, left on for a few minutes, and then partially 
washed off before going ahead with the salvage. 

As was stated in the address, if an animal was gassed 
it did not necessarily follow that it was to be condemned 
for human consumption. fs 

With regard to protective clothing, the Committee’s 
view was that veterinary surgeons and their helpers should 
be issued with light clothing and that heavier clothing, 
if desired, should be secured from local authorities. 
Veterinary officers who had not organised decontamination 


| 


| 


squads should co-operate with the local authorities and 
arrange for the use of their squads. 

Mr. Hewer had raised the point of priority telephonic 
communication for veterinary surgeons. As stated in 
the address, veterinary surgeons were included in 
Schedule E of the list of Preference Service Lines. This 
enabled them to make outgoing calls during times of 
emergency, but it did not allow them at normal times 
to secure priority over other lines. In a few instances, 
however, veterinary surgeons had been able to make local 
arrangements with their telephone manager for such 
priority. 

The arrangements outlined by Mr. Golledge for the 
provision of petrol for his organisation during emer- 
gencies and exercises were excellent and deserved 
imitation. 

The use of the existing local control centres was re- 
commended. No local authority would be likely to 
countenance the setting up of independent control centres. 
Only one centre could receive details of all information, 
but it was essential that arrangements should be made 
for the passing on of the relevant information to the 
officers of the various essential services. In towns it 
would be sent to the regional or divisional veterinary 
officer, but in rural areas it was advisable to have the 
information sent to the nearest veterinary surgeon; al- 
though the county officer should also be advised of the 
nature of such information, as he might have to summon 
practitioners from other localities and ask them to go to 
the assistance of any particular divisional officer. 

Mr. Tweed suggested that though the National A.R.P. 
for Animals Committee was a political necessity it was 
not a real one, as it would have been better to have 
developed the organisation for animals as part of the 
normal A.R.P. service. It must be remembered, how- 
ever, that they were early precluded from participating in 
the ordinary services. 

In answer to Mr. Margarson’s suggestion that far too 
much money was being spent for the equipment issued 
to veterinary surgeons, it should be remembered that 
they were budgeting for a total personnel of at least 
3,000—750 veterinary surgeons each with three helpers. 

The registration branch had a big task before it, but 
it was now making rapid. progress. The profession did 
not want to be responsible for that side of the work, 
though they must keep in touch with it and know what 
was happening. Nevertheless members of the profession 
or their wives who had expressed their willingness to 
assist with this work were often appointed as registration 
branch organisers, if others were not already appointed 
in their areas. Every effort should be made to settle 
amicably any local difficulties arising between the tech- 
nical and registration branches, but should such effort fail 
the matter should be reported to the Chief Executive 
Officer. 

So far as could be seen, in time of emergency the 
veterinary surgeon could use abattoirs which were not 
normally recognised. ‘That was one reason why the com- 
mittee recommended them to get in touch with the 
Ministry of Food officials in their locality. They could 
make whatever arrangements they thought best for the 
co-operation of slaughtermen and obviously one near at 
hand was preferable to one several miles away. 

Mr. Fox had put forward the very plausible plea, 
“Why all these precautions? What a waste of time!” 
Many of them might agree with that individually, but 
unfortunately, as a nation, they had got to be prepared. . 

Mr. Abbott had raised the question of rates. The 
Committee had not previously received such a complaint 
about garages, but the matter would be referred to the 
Home Office. 

On the point of the decontamination of cars, if 
damage was done, no guarantee of compensation could 
be given but a claim should certainly be, put in to the 
National Committee. It was hoped to cover all such 
possibilities by insurance, 
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Mr. S. V. Golledge had raised the question of indem- 
nification. There would be indemnification for the 
N.A.R.P.A.C. personnel, if acting for the Committee and 
carrying out their duties in good faith. But they should 
not slaughter every animal that was contaminated by gas— 
discretion must be used. Nothing further to what was 
intimated in the paper could as yet be said about com- 
pensation for personal injury. 

Mr. Marcarson: “ You say ‘ carried out in good faith.’ 
Suppose a claim is brought against a lay helper who has, 
perhaps, wrongfully slaughtered an animal which might 
have been treated. How do we stand then?” 

Dr. Woo.pripce: “Suppose a case was brought 
against such a person, he might say he was working for 
the local veterinary officer, but in fact the officer was 
not employing him. If he was a member of an animal 
welfare society presumably the claim would be trans- 
ferred to that society, but if he was a volunteer in the 
service the ultimate responsibility belongs to the Com- 
mittee.” 

Proposing a vote of thanks to the speaker, Mr. HEWER 
said that Dr. Wooldridge had cleared up many points 
which had been troubling them and they would go back 
happier in their minds for the clear exposition of the 
subject. 

Tue Prestpent (Mr. Esmond Brown) seconded this 
vote of thanks, which was passed with acclamation. It 
was agreed, as previously proposed, that a letter of thanks 
should be sent to the Committee. 


GRASS SILAGE AND MILK YIELD 


Experiments in the use of grass silage at the Rowett 
Research Institute’s Experimental Stock Farm at Bucks- 
burn, Aberdeenshire, show that a cow can eat up to 152 Ib. 
per day of high-quality silage, and maintain an average 
yield of five gallons for at least two months. The silage 
was made from three-year-old pasture cut in June and 
made in July. A pit was dug eight yards long by two feet 
deep and sloping to one end. The pit was filled and was 
covered with earth within three days. Commenting on the 
experiments, the farm authorities state that it has been 
generally considered that grass silage could not be fed 
to a cow at a greater rate than 80 Ib. per day, whereas 
they have had no difficulty in getting stock to eat 150 Ib. 
No taint in the milk has been observed. 


LIGHT HORSE BREEDING 


In the absence of its usual show, the Hunters Improve- 
ment Society has had to adopt other means of selecting 
premium stallions for this year. It has received £5,000 
from the Racecourse Betting Control Board (compared 
with £12,000 in 1939). Last year 66 premiums, each 
valued at £150, were available for Thoroughbred stallion 
owners; this year 50 premiums of £100 are being awarded. 
The Society asked stallion owners to submit their animals 
for premiums, and a committee composed chiefly of 
judges made a selection from those which were known 
to them; new entries were inspected. 

* * * * * 


The cutting down of the whisky output was supposed 
to mean the conservation of supplies of feeding stuffs for 
farmers, but the snag is that it will actually mean reduced 
supplies of draff so largely used for dairy herds.—Farming 


News. 
* 


Arrangements have been made with the Ministry of 
Supply for adequate quantities of molasses to be reserved 
for the use of farmers making silage. 

* * * * * 

At a meeting of the Basingstoke town council the 
sanitary inspector reported that during March he had 
condemned 2,500 Ib. of meat and other food stuffs in the 


town. 
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Slime on Bacon 
[CONTRIBUTED] 


Under war-time conditions, slime on bacon may 
come to the attention of meat inspectors more fre- 
quently than in peace-time. Bacon importers and 
wholesalers, especially those handling the imported 
product, have, of course, always been familiar with 
slime, which is no new war-time phenomenon. 
Recently, however, a number of merchants, who have 
in the past not had experience of slimy bacon, have 
been inclined to conclude that surface slime was 
evidence of unsound meat, and have, in some cases, 
sought the views and advice of local authority 
inspectors. 

As, under present conditions, food wastage must be 
kept to a minimum, an outline of the nature and 
treatment of slime may be useful. 

Some development of moulds and bacteria is 
inseparable from the proper maturation of bacon. 
The nature and extent of this development, and 
whether it improves or damages the meat, will depend 
upon the type of bacterial and fungal flora present, 
the temperature and humidity at which the bacon is 
held, the frequency with which the temperature or 
humidity changes, and the length of time the bacon 
is in store, as well as on other factors. 

At present, part of the bacon released each week for 
consumption has been held in cold store by the 
Government. Such bacon when allowed to reach 
ordinary temperature and humidity may develop slime 
very rapidly. Its surface will tend to become slimy, 
slippery and greyish-white, and will develop a charac- 
teristic smell which should not be confused with taint, 
where there is definite protein breakdown. 

Such bacon should, of course, never be sent out to 
the retailer with slime on it, and if it is free from taint 
it may be rendered fit for sale and consumption by the 
following treatment. 

1. The slime should be removed by washing care- 
fully with frequently changed or running water, 
special care being taken to ensure that all slime is 
removed from around the hocks and in the folds of 
the skin. A large stiff brush should be used for the 
purpose. After washing, the sides should be hung 
up to drain, and it is preferable for the bacon to be 
sold smoked. If, however, the bacon is for sale green, 
the sides, after washing, should, if practicable, be 
dipped in a tank of brine* or brine applied by hosing. 
They should then be drained thoroughly before being 
despatched and a little dry dairy salt dusted into the 
creases. 

2. Most imported bacon kept in cold store for a 
period will probably be partially frozen on arrival at 
the curer’s premises. Before attempting to wash the 
bacon, it should be thoroughly thawed out, which is 
best done by opening the bales and laying out the sides 
exposed to the atmosphere. As they warm up they 
may show slime, which can then be removed by 
washing as indicated above. 


*About 25-30 Ib. salt to 10 gallons of water. 


Grass sickness has broken out in the North of Scotland. 
In recent years this disease has been especially prevalent 
in the northern areas and has taken toll of many valuable 
horses. Following a spell of freedom from this disorder, 
cases have been reported in Nairn and Speyside. 


| 

| 


§ 


April 27th, 1940. 


THE VETERINARY RECORD. 


No. 17. Vou. 52. 325 


THE VETERINARY RECORD 
Aprit 271TH, 1940. 


AIR RAID PRECAUTIONS FOR 
ANIMALS 


T no time during its history has the National 

Veterinary Medical Association been  suc- 
cessively engaged in such a series of major activi- 
ties as those which have marked its work of the 
past three years. Not the least of these has been 
its effort to put Air Raid Precautions for Animals 
on a sound basis. Few of the rank and file of the 
profession have had any real opportunity to 
appreciate the vast amount of time and labour 
which has been given to this project. We are, 
therefore, particularly pleased to publish elsewhere 
in this issue the address delivered to the Mid- 
West and South-Eastern Divisions. It will 
give many of our readers their first opportunity to 
appreciate the plan on which the National A.R.P. 
for Animals Committee has been built, to study 
the lines on which it is organised and to determine 
fully the part they can play in the working of this 
essential war-time service. It is, however, most 
difficult to convey to readers the full ramifications 
of the Committee and its service, it is impossible 
to portray the labours which its erection entailed 
and quite out of the question to hope to set out 
all the factors which had to be considered in 
reaching decision on the many major issues which 
have had to be faced. 

The National Veterinary Medical Association 
can never be reproached for having failed to act 
upon the pre-war slogan, “ We have got to be pre- 
pared.” For more than two years it did all it 
could to stimulate the appropriate Government 
department into active preparation of an Air Raid 
Precautions Scheme for Animals. These were the 
days when Britain was being rudely awakened 
from its state of unpreparedness. Probably 
schemes for animal protection had to take second 
place. Yet it would almost seem that this was not 
the major difficulty in initiating an organisation— 
this proved to be one of finance. The detailed 
discussions of these early days, with ail their pro- 
posals and counter-proposals, can probably never 
be made public, but we know that the representa- 
tives of the veterinary profession spent many 
anxious hours. They appreciated that their 
decisions would intimately affect the whole well- 
being of the profession not only during the war 
period but for many years thereafter. The financial 
difficulty was eventually overcome by the accept- 
ance of the Home Office suggestion that the costs 
of the organisation be met by funds provided by 
the animal welfare societies or by public appeal. 
The members of the Committee appreciated that the 


first essential in the Chief Executive Officer was a 


veterinary qualification. It was indeed fortunate 
that Colonel Stordy could be prevailed upon to 
accept the heavy duties of this position, and that . 
Dr. Wooldridge was able to make himself free to 
become his Deputy. A skeleton organisation was 
built up in record time. Appreciation of the oppor- 
tunity of service was general, and tribute has been 
paid to the manner in which veterinary surgeons 
on a country-wide scale placed their services volun- 
tarily at the disposal of the Committee and enabled 
its officers within a very few days to give the 
assurance that the National A.R.P. for Animals 
Committee would function. The scheme was 
successfully launched. 

Although we appreciate that new difficulties have 
arisen from time to time, the spirit of goodwill and 
co-operation has done much to smooth the path 
towards the building up of an organisation which 
has become an important factor in our defence 
system. Here and there criticisms, even complaints, 
have arisen. It would be surprising if this were 
not so, but many of these grumblings have been 
based upon a lack of appreciation of the true 
position or on some misunderstanding. The publi- 
cation of the address mentioned will do much to 
allay any misgivings which individuals have had 
and open the way to really constructive criticism. 

Some have thought it unfortunate that the pro- 
fession should become so closely linked with the 
animal welfare societies; emergency conditions, 
however, have brought together many factions whose 
collaboration now is essential to the well-being of 
the country, and it will be admitted that it was 
right that we should have sought and found some 
basis for working with the societies in the 
Committee. This joining of forces now cannot 
but augur well for the future and it is not 
too much to hope that, when the war clouds pass 
the return to peaceful pursuits will see an agree- 
ment reached with welfare societies which will 
remove all the causes for complaint which had 
previously fomented opposition and distrust. 

In its early days the National A.R.P. for 
Animals Committee had to confine its attention to 
the organisation of its scheme in the evacuable 
areas where the animal population consisted very 
largely of ‘pets. The erroneous impression grew 
in the minds of some that the Committee was 
essentially concerned with the protection of the 
dog and cat population. Critics overlooked the 
need for arrangements to protect the very essential 
horse transport of these areas. The. Committee 
made no such mistake and its arrangements for 
the protection of horses were pressed with real 
vigour. Now, as the scheme develops, its activities 
are extending to the less densely populated districts, 
to the protection of farm stock and conservation of 
food animals and their products. For the successful 
carrying out of this work the co-operation of the 
farming community is essential—this is to be 
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fostered by the Rural Areas Sub-Committee, which 
is composed of the veterinary representatives of the 
main Committee, representatives of the National 
Farmers’ Union and of other interested bodies. 


Some may have been genuinely disturbed by 
rumours that the Committee has obtained equip- 
ment to the value of some thousands of pounds, 
while it is still without substantial funds. We 
would have it known that this is no direct concern 
of the Association and the Committee’s veterinary 
members appear confident that there should be no 
difficulty in meeting these financial obligations. 
Nevertheless none will dispute that a direct 
Government grant to the Committee would greatly 
facilitate the development of the organisation. 
Certainly the greatest weakness of the whole organi- 
sation is the lack of full Government recognition. 
Until this is obtained and until local authorities 
accept the National A.R.P. for Animals Committee 
as a body with which they can co-operate to the 
fullest extent, the scheme will work under a severe 
handicap in many areas. It is encouraging to know 
that the Home Office have now determined to make 
it clear that although local authorities may not use 
State-contributed grants to assist the Committee, 
they are expected to afford it full facilities. In the 
view of the profession, however, particularly now 
that the Committee’s organisation has undertaken 
so many important national duties, this is not 
enough, as is testified by the passing of the follow- 
ing resolution by the Council of the “ National ” 
at its recent meeting: — 


“That in view of the extension of the 
activities of the National A.R.P. for Animals 
Committee to the whole of the country, in- 
volving the conservation of animals of 
economic value, the Council of the N.V.M.A. 
urges the National A.R.P. for Animals Com- 
mittee to press for effective official recognition 
and to stress the vital importance of its 
securing adequate financial ‘support from the 
Treasury.” 


This resolution does not mean that the 
“National” is not fully appreciative of the 
generous help of the animal welfare societies. It 
feels, however, that work of this character, par- 
ticularly now that it embraces all animals of 
economic value, is deserving of some official recogni- 
tion in the form of a proportionate Government 


grant. ; 

The efficzcy of the Committee’s organisation may 
be put to the test with all the unexpectedness which 
has characterised recent events. The officers of the 
National A.R.P. for Animals Committee believe they 
are ready to meet any emergency, but their success, 
and a judgment of the profession, depends very 
largely on the full co-operation and sensible action 
of the great majority of our readers. 


ABSTRACTS 


[iS “RUNNING FITS” A DEFICIENCY DISEASE? 
ARNOLD, A., and E_venyem, C. A, (1939.) J. Amer. 
Vet. med, Assoc. 95. 303-308.] 


Symptoms of hysteria were noted by the authors in 
experiments on growing dogs with diets containing 
heated proteins. This chance observation was there- 
fore confirmed in a few preliminary studies which are 
reported in the present paper, and for which a basal 
diet consisting of wheat and meat scraps, heated in a 
retort at 200° C., was used. Five animals were given _ 
the heated ration ; the first was a two to three-months- 
old puppy of the Spitz type, which steadily lost weight 
and, after eight days, had a severe attack of hysteria. 
“* It appeared to be temporarily blinded, snapped when 


an approach was made, walked or ran into the side of 
the cage, and barked continuously.”” A further attack 
was observed upon the following day, upon which 
100 grammes of crude casein was fed, while 5 per cent. 
of the same supplement was subsequently added to 
the basal diet. No further attacks were observed, but 
the animal was found dead on the 18th day. As the 
authors point out, however, the diet was deficient in 
other factors. 

The four remaining animals were six-weeks-old 
litter mates, and all males. Three of them were given 
the heated ration only, and developed attacks of 
hysteria in from 11 to 16 days. One was then provided 


- with cod liver oil and with a daily supplement of crude 


casein equivalent to 10 per cent. of the ration; it 
ceased to have attacks, although it did not grow well. 
On reduction of the casein to 5 per cent. of the ration, 
hysteria recurred and death took place. Another 
puppy was given cod liver oil, vitamin B, and ribo- 
flavin and its heated diet was replaced by a tinned dog 
food ‘‘ which was known to be a complete ration, as 
shown by assays with rats and chicks.’”’ The animal 
grew and remained well, but on gradual replacement 
of the dog food by the heated ration, hysteria and death 
occurred. A third puppy recovered when 10 per cent. 
casein was added to the heated diet. After five weeks 
the casein was withdrawn and 10 per cent. dog food 
added ; the animal became unwell and “ irritation 
provoked an attack of running fits.” Instead of adding 
casein to the diet, the authors injected or administered 
orally doses of lysine dihydrochloride, varying from 
0-25 to 0-45 gramme, over a period of five days. The 
animal recovered and put on 400 grammes in weight ; 
it subsequently remained well on a diet containing 
10 per cent. casein. The remaining puppy received 
casein from the start of the experiment, and later this 
was made up to 10 per cent. of the ration, while vitamin 
supplements were also given; it remained well for 
two months, after which the casein was withdrawn. 
Hysteria developed eight days later. 

[Although only of a preliminary nature, this paper has 
been abstracted in some detail since it is of considerable 
interest to clinicians. If the condition produced was 
relating to naturally-occurring canine hysteria, the experi- 
ments would appear to lend support to the commonly- 
adopted measure of adding raw meat to the diets of 


hysterical dogs.] at we 
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[THE FEEDING OF COPPER TO PREGNANT EWES IN 
THE CONTROL OF ‘“ SWAYBACK.” Dvn op, G., 
Innes, J. R. M., SHearer, G. D., and We tts, H. E. 
(1939.) J. comp. Path. 52. 259-265. (2 tab., 3 refs.).] 
A controlled experiment was carried out on a large 

scale to confirm previous work on the value of copper 
in the control of “‘ swayback ”. The investigation was 
made on Bradwell Moor (North Derbyshire) where 
the incidence of the disease has been high for many 
years. 

"Two hundred and sixty ewes were used in the experi- 

ment, they were divided into four groups: A— 

control group, 51 ewes. No licks; kept away from 

main area till near lambing. B—control group, 50 

ewes. Pure NaCl licks only, no Cu. C—experi- 

mental, 55 ewes. Licks containing 1 per cent. Cu. 

D—experimental, 104 ewes. Licks containing 0-3 per 

cent. Cu. Groups C and D were divided into four 

subgroups which were drafted on to Cu. lick treatment 
roughly twelve, ten, seven and four weeks before 
lambing. 

All the lambs which died or were killed were sub- 
jected to a post-mortem examination and where no 
gross lesions were present in the brain, a histological 
examination was made of the brain and/or spinal cord 
to establish a positive or negative diagnosis of “‘ sway- 
back.” 

In group A, there were 24 cases of “‘ swayback ”’ out 
of 63 lambs from 40 ewes ; in group B, 12 cases out 
of 60 lambs from 40 ewes. In groups C and D there 
was a total absence of the disease in the subgroups 
which had received Cu licks for twelve weeks before 
lambing (77 lambs from 47 ewes). In the other sub- 
groups the incidence increased as Cu treatment was 
delayed and there was a higher incidence in the sub- 
groups receiving 0-3 per cent. than in the subgroups 
receiving 1 per cent. Cu. 

From the results it is evident that the administration 
of Cu contained in salt licks to pregnant ewes has a 
remarkably beneficial effect on the prevention of the 
disease in the progeny. 

The role that Cu plays in myelin metabolism is 
not at present known. 

Haematological and chemical work done on the ewes 
will appear in a subsequent communication. 

&. 


[THE ACTION OF ARECOLINE. (Trans. title.) Hassxo, 
L. (1939.) Tierarztl. Rdsch. 45. 


In order to determine the therapeutic dose of 
arecoline for cattle, a number of animals were given 
doses ranging from 1 mg. to 0-15 gramme sub- 
cutaneously. Doses of 1 to 6 mg. did not influence the 
movements of the rumen ; 7 mg. caused salivation and 
increased ruminal contractions ; 0-03 to 0-05 gramme 
increased the number, strength and frequency of the 
ruminal movements whilst doses above 0-08 gramme 
were toxic. It is concluded that the therapeutic dose 
lies between 0-01 and 0-05 gramme. 

J. A. N. 


Northallerton magistrates imposed a fine of £75, with 

costs, on Ernest Ralph Pearson, a butcher, of High 

Street, Northallerton, for having killed a beast contrary 
to the Restriction of Slaughter Order, 


N.V.M.A. BRANCH REPORT 


Scottish Branch* 


MEETING IN EDINBURGH 


A General Meeting of the Scottish Branch was held 
in the Royal (Dick) Veterinary College, Edinburgh, 
on the afternoon of Friday, March 15th, 1940. The 
President (Mr. A. Thomson) occupied the Chair, 
and the following signed the attendance book: Mr. 
J. Macfarlane, Professor R. G. Linton, Messrs. A. 
Mackenzie, W. Harris, A. Brownlee, Professor 
W. M. Mitchell, Messrs. G. Howie, J. G. McGregor, 
D. Campbell, W. Watt, D. S. Rabagliati, Sir. A. 
Olver, Professor T. Grahame, Messrs. A. T. Cowie, 
A. McAinsh, J. Stewart, A. Robertson, A. Gibson, 
J. A. Taylor, P. G. D. Morris, W. Jackson Young, 
W. W. Peggie, R. J. P. Watson, Dr. J. Russell Greig, 
Messrs. W. B. Robson, J. W. Burgess, C. B. Davidson, 
H. H. Holman, W. D. Macrae, E. G. Duncan, Dr. 
W. S. Gordon, Messrs. P. S. Watts, M. H. W. Miller, 
J. E. Wilson, D. Rennie, R. F. Hall, H. Downie, and 
the Hon. Secretary (G. F. Boddie). Dr. I. A. Galloway 
was also present and a number of Final Year Students 
of the Royal (Dick) Veterinary College. 

The minutes of the last General Meeting, as 
published in the Veterinary Record, were taken as read 
and approved. 

The Hon. Secretary read the Obituary list, the 
members of the Branch standing: Major A. Baird, 
Mr. T. Connochie and Mr. Robert Scott. . 

The Hon. Secretary intimated receipt of apologies 


_ from: Professor Weir, Mr. Nairn, Dr. Whitehouse, 
' Messrs. J. G. O’Sullivan, J. W. Mackintosh, H. M. 


Wilson, A. Young, J. N. Ritchie, G. A. Sangster and 
J. F. Taylor. 5 

Correspondence—{1) From the Secretary of the 
Victoria Veterinary Benevolent Fund acknowledging 
receipt of the sum of £3 15s. 0d., being the collection 
taken at the last general meeting. 

(2) From the General Secretary, N.V.M.A., regard- 
ing animal remedies. 

Branch Representation Fund.—The PResIDENT in- 
formed the meeting that the sum of £15 5s. Od. 
had been collected by Major J. G. McGregor for this 
Fund, and the Council of the Branch recommended 
that Major McGregor be authorised to pay this sum 
over to Mr. Nairn. This was agreed to. 

The President also informed the meeting that the 
Council of the Branch propose to hold a meeting to 
discuss the whole matter in relation to representation 
on the Councils of the R.C.V.S. and N.V.M.A., and 
the payment of the expenses of representatives from 
Scotland. 


Presidential Address 


The PresipENtT (Mr. A. Thomson) then delivered 
his Presidential address, which was as follows :— 

It was with mixed feelings that I took over the 
Presidency of this Branch last year. I felt proud ; 
I also felt humble, realising how short was my 
experience to fit me for the position. 

I made a very bad start by omitting to thank Major 
McGregor, the retiring Chairman, for the work 
he has done for the Branch and the N.V.M.A. Perhaps 
my omission on that occasion has given me the opening 
for my address to-day. 


*Received for publication March 22nd, 
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It is just that spade work, done by so many members 
in the past, which will have been in vain if we cannot 
maintain within our ranks a consciousness of the 
value of the N.V.M.A. to all members of the pro 
fession. 

I have been fortunate in my career in having been 
constantly associated with members of the profession 
who have been what I like to call N.V.M.A. conscious. 
These men have worked for, and lived up to, the ideals 
of the profession, knowing that the energies and fore- 
sight of their predecessors had enabled them to live a 
fuller and more useful life to their own credit and the 
good of the community. 

I happened to hear a phrase on the wireless the other 
evening in a programme on the reclamation of the 
Zuyder Zee in Holland. It was “‘A people that lives 
builds for its future.” It might well have been the 
motto of this Association. We have all along been 
building for the future, and on sure foundations until 
now. 

Our problems have always been subjected to critical 
and careful examination by all sections of the Pro- 
fession, and ours has been a truly democratic associa- 
tion, capable of speaking more and more, as the 
membership grew, as the Voice of the profession. 
But now by the policy of our Government, members 
of the staff of the Ministry of Agriculture are not at 
liberty to hold high executive posts in the N.V.M.A. 

Now we all know that the officers of the Ministry 
took and active interest and were instrumental in very 
materially contributing to the building up of the 
N.V.M.A. 

Will the young men presently joining the Service 
have the same interest ? 

It is unlikely that they will if the N.V.M.A. appears 
to be unable to do anything for them materially 
and the conditions of their employment prevent them 
from taking an active interest in the general affairs 
of the profession. If this happens it will be a great 
pity, because many of these men would be, as their 
seniors have been in the past, very welcome—I 
would say necessary to the profession’s reasoned 
advancement. 

I would ask the young members of the profession 
to take a long view of things. Build for the future— 
you may be in it. Join the N.V.M.A., and take 
at least an interest in its affairs if not an active part. 

I am sure that in time the N.V.M.A. will be able 
to convince the Government that it is in the interest 
of the country and the efficient working of their 
Department of Animal Health that the officers of that 
department should once again take a very active part in 
all our deliberations. 

In recent years the profession has passed some 
notable milestones. 

Under the present stress of war, many of the 
questions which were looming on the horizon have 
of necessity faded a little. However, in what is likely 
to be a new world economic system, I can see other 
very big problems, which will give a wider field to the 
conception of the work of a Department of Animal 
Health. 

I have, as some of my friends know, certain views 
on how general practitioners could collaborate more 
closely while still retaining their individuality. This 
is not, however, the time to elaborate them, except to 
say that the nuclei or units which would be formed 
would be useful outposts in any large scale questions 


of Animal Health, either in the economic sphere 
or the purely humanitarian. 

I hope you will excuse me if I have departed some- 
what from the usual in my remarks. I have, in fact, 
said very little of moment, but what I have said | 
wanted to say. The N.V.M.A. means much to me. 
I am satisfied that it has very materially influenced ail 
the reasoned advance which the profession has made, 
as a profession. 

I would not like to see it descend to a mere bargaining 
weapon of disgruntled general practitioners. 

I am sure it can, and will, maintain its reputation 
as an association which gives public utterance to 
considered opinions of the veterinary profession. 

This Branch has in the past done much to aid the 
parent body and I would like to take this opportunity 
of wishing the new limb, I refer to the Welsh Branch, 
the same virility of membership as we have. Need | 
say more ? 

In conclusion, I would like to thank you all for 
your patience with me, and to thank the members of 
the Council and our worthy Secretary, Professor 
Boddie, for their support during my term of office. 

Mr. D. CAMPBELL proposed a formal vote of thanks 
to the President for his address. This was cordially 
given. 


Hon. SECRETARY’S REPORT 


The Hon. Secretary (Professor G. F. Boddie) 
presented his report on the activities of the Branch :— 


During the period that has elapsed since my last report 
of the activities of the Scottish Branch, there has been 
one general meeting of the Branch and three meetings 
of the Council of the Branch have been held. 

In conjunction with the veterinary officers and Public 
Health Committee of the Council of the N.V.M.A., the 
Council has considered the working of the Public Health 
(Meat) Regulations (Scotland) 1932. The conclusion 
reached was that there was no case for representations 
regarding the working of these regulations. 

The Council of the Branch carefully considered the 
position that arose regarding the changed relationship of 
the veterinary profession to the People’s Dispensary for 
Sick Animals of the Poor. A resolution was transmitted 
to the Council of the “ National” on this matter. ‘This 
resolution has been published in the columns of the 
Veterinary Record. 

The Council of the “ National” decided to appoint a 
committee to meet the Royal College of Veterinary Sur- 
geons to discuss the matter. Professor Mitchell was 
appointed to this committee, and the Council of the 
Scottish Branch, at a meeting on May 18th, cordially 
approved that the Scottish Branch should be represented 
by Professor Mitchell on this Committee. 

Consideration was given by the Council to the subject 
of the potency of tuberculin and tuberculin testing, and 
the observations of one member of the Branch were 
transmitted to the “ National.” 

On the outbreak of war the Executive Committee of 
the Council discussed the position of .the Branch, and 
decided that as far as possible meetings of the Branch 
should be held, but that the darker days of mid-winter 
should if possible be avoided. 


Professor MITCHELL proposed the reception and 
adoption of this report ; this was agreed to. 

Arising out of this report, Professor MITCHELL 
pointed out that he had been appointed to the. joint 
Committee of the N.V.M.A. and R.C.V.S. appointed 
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to consider the relationship of the profession with the 
People’s Dispensary for Sick Animals of the Poor. 
He had attended the first meeting, but had not been 
called to subsequent meetings. 

The meeting were informed that the Council of 
the Branch had instructed the Hon. Secretary to 
seek an explanation from the ‘“ National” for the 
exclusion of Professor Mitchell from this Committee 
when an undertaking had been given by the National 
that the Scottish Branch would be represented on this 
Committee by Professor Mitchell. 

Mr. D. CAMPBELL proposed and Mr. W. Rosson 
seconded a motion approving this action by the 
Council ; the motion was passed unanimously. 


ELECTION OF OFFICE BEARERS 


President.—The retiring President (Mr. A. Thomson) 
proposed the election of Mr. W. J. B. Robson, the 
nominee of the North of Scotland Division, whose 
turn it was to nominate the President. The proposal 
was seconded by Mr. W. Watt, and the election 
approved unanimously. 

Mr. Ropson, on assuming office, thanked the 
Branch of the honour, which he accepted with some 
diffidence and trepidation as he was no orator and his 
experience of chairmanship was limited. He would 
endeavour to carry out the work to the best of his 
abilities, believing that the value of the work lay in the 
intent that inspired its performance. 

The PRESIDENT then said his first duty was to ask 
the Branch to accord a very hearty vote of thanks to 
Mr. A. Thomson, the retiring President, for the very 
able and acceptable manner in which he had conducted 
the business of the Branch during the past year. 

Mr. Thomson thanked the President and the Branch 
for their recognition of his services. 

Hon. Secretary.—The PRESIDENT proposed the re- 
election of Professor Boddie. Mr. D. CAMPBELL 
seconded. The election was agreed to. 

Six Elected Representatives on Branch Council.— 
The Hon. Secretary read the names of the retiring 
representatives. Mr. THOMSON proposed and Pro- 
fessor LINTON seconded the re-election of these six 
gentlemen. ‘The motion was carried. 


Lecture By Dr. I. A. GALLOWAy 


The PresipENT then called upon Dr. I. A. 
GALLOWAY to give his address on ‘‘ Some Observa- 
tions on Foot-and-Mouth Disease.” In introducing 
Dr. Galloway, he referred to Dr. Galloway’s successful 
career as a research worker since he qualified at the 
Royal (Dick) Veterinary College. ‘This career had 
culminated in his present appointment as Scientific 
Superintendent of the Foot-and-Mouth Disease 
Research Station at Pirbright, which was one of the 
most important posts held by research workers in this 
country. 

Dr. Galloway’s address, which was listened to with 
intense interest by all those present, was illustrated 
with cinematograph films and lantern slides which 
vividly portrayed the salient features of the disease. 
The films were prepared by Professor Magnusson in 
Sweden. 

In the discussion which followed all the speakers 
expressed their appreciation of the interesting and 
instructive address given by Dr. Galloway. 

The speakers were: Mr. A. Gofton, Dr. J. Russell 
Greig, Major D. Rabagliati, Sir A. Olver, Mr. W. 
Watt, Professor G. F. Boddie and Mr. Jackson Young. 


Dr. GALLoway replied to the discussion. 

The PRESIDENT conveyed to Dr. Galloway the thanks 
of the Branch for the most interesting, educative 
and inspiring address he had given. ; 

The PRESIDENT then proposed a vote of thanks 
to Sir A. Olver for the facilities accorded to theBranch 
in the Royal (Dick) Veterinary College for the meeting, 
and to Mr. Morris for his assistance in manipulating 
the cinematograph and lantern. 

Dr. GALLoway said he wished, too, to thank those 
who had assisted in making the arrangements for his 
address. 

R.C.V.S. Elections —Major J. G. McGrecor drew 
attention to the forthcoming R.C.V.S. elections, and 
pointed out the importance of supporting Scottish 
candidates. 

Vote of Thanks to Chairman.—Mr. W. Watt pro- 
posed a vote of thanks to the Chairman for his services. 
Geo. F. Hon. Secretary. 


N.V.M.A. DIVISIONAL REPORTS 


MID-WEST VETERINARY ASSOCIATION* 


ANNUAL MEETING AT BRISTOL 


The Annual General Meeting of the Mid-West 
Division, N.V.M.A., was held at the Royal Hotel, 
Bristol, on the afternoon of Friday, March 15th, 1940. 

The President, Mr. Esmond Brown, occupied the 
Chair, and the following members and visitors were 
present: Members—Messrs. A. A. Abbott, C. S. 
Adams, W. A. Austin, A. J. Baxter, J. Fox, A. E. 
Gachet, C. R. Golledge, L. St. Bel Golledge, S. V. 
Golledge, G. E. Henson, J. R. Hewer, T. J. Margarson, 
J. A. McCutcheon, J. D. Menzies, R. Moore, T. J. 
Patterson, V. E. Perry,.S. H. Pettifer, J. Powell, 
C. J. Pugh, H. S. Robinson, B. Sayer, 'T.J.'’Thorburn, 
W. Tweed, W. J. B. Watson, W. R. Watson, H. C. 
Wilkins and C. E, Perry (Hon. Secretary). Visitors— 
Messrs. L. W. Bovett, L. Dartnall, F. Mullane, Miss 
M. W. Perry, Mr. K. N. Scott and Dr. W. R. 
Wooldridge. 

The minutes of the last annual meeting were taken 
as read and signed by the President. 

Apologies for absence wete received from the follow- 
ing: Messrs. Howard Jones and W. D. Rees, Dr. W. 
Scott, Messrs. W. R. Williams and Dr. Colston 
Williams. 

Mr. Howard Jones, of Bridgend, having tendered 
his resignation owing to distance from meeting places, 
his resignation was accepted with regret. 

New Members—Messrs. Edwards (Bridgend), 
Grunsell (Glastonbury) and Nicholson (Wells) were 
elected members of the Association. 

Programme.—Mr. Fox suggested that the Division 
shouid hold more meetings in future, particularly in 
summer time, and that three meetings should be held 
before October. This proposal, having been duly 
seconded, was carried. 

Mr. Moore proposed that the next meeting should 
be held in June. Mr. HEwer seconded and the pro- 
position was carried. 

The following reports were now read and adopted. 

Treasurer's Report—The report of the Hon. 
TREASURER (Col. Henson) showed satisfactory balances 
in hand in both the Benevolent Account and the 
General Account. 


*Received for publication, March 21st, 1940. 
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SECRETARY'S REPORT 


During the year we have elected one new member and 
have had two resignations, while we have lost one Hono- 
rary Member by death—leaving a total membership of 
61, plus 6 Honorary Members. 

Owing to the war we have held only two general meet- 
ings during the year—the Annual Meeting at Bristol and 
a meeting at Bath, with an average attendance of 25. 

Two Council Meetings have been held, with an average 
attendance of 10. 

The Annual Meeting was held at Bristol, where Capt. 
Barker introduced his International Congress Paper on 
“Blood Plasma Changes and Variations in the Female 
a Toxaemias.” The discussion was opened by Dr. 

W. M. Scott and other members took part. We are 

in very much indebted to Capt. Barker, and to Dr. 
eM. Scott for opening the discussion. 

The Spring Meeting was held at Bath, when Messrs. 
C. R. Golledge, W. Tweed and W. K. Watson opened 
discussion on the following subjects, respectively: ‘ Par- 
turition,” ? Diseases of the Bovine Chest” and “ Indi- 
gestion in Cattle.” 

We are very much indebted to these members for 
bringing forward such interesting subjects for discussion. 


Election of Officers—-The Council recommended 
that the officers be re-elected en bloc for the ensuing 


ear. 
: Mr. V. E. Perry proposed that the recommendation 
of the Council be adopted. This was seconded by 
Mr. Powe Lt and carried. 

Address —Dr. W. R. Woo.pripce, Deputy Chief 
Executive Officer, National Air Raid Precautions for 
Animals Committee, now addressed the members on 
“The Veterinary Profession and Air Raid Precautions 
for Animals.”” Dr. WooLprRiIpGE who was heard with 
much interest and appreciation, also replied informa- 
tively to the many points raised in discussion. [The 
address and a report of the discussion are reproduc:d 
at the commencement of this issue.—Editor.] 

The meeting closed with the passing of a hearty vote 
of thanks to Dr. Wooldridge for his attendance and 
address, the President being also thanked for his 
conduct of the proceedings. 

C. E. Perry, Hon. Secretary. 


SOUTH EASTERN VETERINARY ASSOCIATION 


ANNUAL MEETING AT MAIDSTONE* 


The 28th Annual General Meeting of the South- 
Eastern Veterinary Association (Division N.V.M.A.) 
was held at the Royal Star Hotel, Maidstone, on 
March 14th, 1940. 

The President, Mr. E. P. Barrett, was in the Chair, 
and the following Fellows and visitors signed the 
attendance book: Messrs. A. J. Beeson, F. Crowhurst, 
F. A. Crowhurst, J. G. Cattell, R. C. U. Fisher, 
S. F. J. Hodgman, R. V. Isherwood, A. D. McEwen, 
R. F. Montgomerie, L. P. Pugh, C. Roberts, J. S. 
Steward, Mrs. A. Thomson and Mr. A. Thomson 
(Hon. Secretary). Visitors: Messrs. Ll. E. W. Bevan, 
H. T. Matthews and J. Roberts, and Dr. W. R. 
Wooldridge. 

The minutes of the last meeting, published in the 
Veterinary Record of December 30th, 1939, were taken 


‘as read and signed as correct. 


Apologies for absence were received from: Pro- 
fessor G. H. Wooldridge, Major G. W. Dunkin, 
Messrs. A. 'T. Crowther, J. B. Dier, F. C. Gillard, 


*Received for publication March 19th. 


H. Gooch, F. Marks, C. W. Perrin, A. Spicer, H. 
Taylor and A. Whicher. 

Nominations. — Mr. J. McConnachie Ingram, 
M.R.C.V.S., Oxted, Surrey (Proposed by Dr. R. F. 
Montgomerie ; : seconded by the Hon. Secretary), and 
Mr. LI. E. W. Bevan, m.R.c.v.s., St. Leonards (Pro- 
posed by Mr. C. Roberts ; seconded by Mr. S. F. J. 
Hodgman). 

Resignation. — The resignation of Mr. J. W. 
Pritchard, of Brighton, was accepted with regret. 

Correspondence.—Arising out of the correspondence. 
the Hon. Secretary was instructed to send letters of 
sympathy to Mrs. C. Rose whose husband, Major 
Charles Rose, an Honorary Life Member of the 
Division, passed away in September last ; to Major 
Oxspring who had recently sustained the loss of a 
son at sea, and to Mr. A. Spicer a letter of best wishes 
for his speedy restoration to health. 

A letter from the General Secretary of the N.V.M.A., 
requesting that the Division furnish its observations 
on certain circulars issued to veterinary surgeons and 
farmers in the South-Eastern area by Dr. A. D. 
McEwen, was read. It was moved by Dr. R. F. 
MontTGoMERIE that, for the purposes of discussion and 
with a view to reaching a decision on this matter, the 
meeting go into committee. The proposal was 
seconded by Major L. P. PuGu and carried unani- 
mously. On resumption of the open meeting the 
following resolution, proposed by Major Pugh and 
seconded by Mr. Hodgman, was carried nem. con. :— 

Resolution.—“ This Division is in sympathy with the 
work which Dr. McEwen is undertaking and accepts 
his explanation for the sending out of the circulars 
complained of. The Division would urge that the 
N.V.M.A. investigates the fundamental reasons for the 
necessity for the action which Dr. McEwen deemed it 
necessary to take.” 


Presidential Address 


Mr. E. P. Barrett then read his Presidential 
Address, which was as follows :— 

When, last spring, you did me the honour of inviting 
me to be the President of this Society, it was with some 
hesitation that I accepted. This was not with any lack 
of appreciation of the honour that you had conferred 
upon me, but because I felt, and still feel, my unsuit- 
ability for so important a position. On two or more 
occasions and for various reasons, the Presidential 
Address has been postponed, and I had hoped that 
perhaps one of the few good results emerging, up to 
the present, from the deplorable international situation, 
might be that you and I had escaped this ordeal. 
However, your hardworking and enthusiastic Secre- 
tary, Mr.. Thomson, decreed otherwise. 

It is a platitude to say that, in this world, change is 
constant and that things will never be quite the same 
again. To a comparatively young profession, such as 
ours, this can be said to apply to an even greater degree. 
Recently, we, who are practitioners, were jogged 
violently out of our rut by a revolution in Veterinary 
State Medicine, drawing us into a crusade against 
bovine tuberculosis. It was necessary for most of vs 
to polish up our somewhat rusty knowledge of the 
technique of the laboratory and the use of the micrc- 
scope. All those required to do so, set about the wor 
with energy and enthusiasm, with a full realisatio 
first, of its paramount importance to the health of th: 
community, and, in no less degree to the establishmer't 
of a healthier bovine stock, and secondly that a turninz 


April 27th, 1940. 


THE VETERINARY RECORD. 


No. 17. Vor. 52. 331 


point had been reached in the history of veterinary 
practice in this country. An opportunity was offered 
to the practitioner to show his willingness, keenness 
and ability to embark on a new branch of veterinary 
work. The work provided an impetus to many 
practices, that were falling away in other respects. I 
know that there was a general feeling, and even a high 
probability, that as soon as possible, the work would 
be taken over completely by a whole-time staff. It 
seems, however, that the important thing, from the 
practitioner’s point of view, is to achieve the highest 
degree of efficiency in the work—if ever the whole 
cuestion should come up for further consideration, 
then there might be some chance that an efficient part- 
time staff might be retained. 

There are few, if any, who have not found new calls 
on their time and energy as a result of the war. In the 
Great War large numbers of veterinary surgeons were 
absorbed into a greatly expanded Royal Army Veterin- 
ary Corps, doing very important work in the preserva- 
tion of the health and usefulness of the vast 
establishment of cavalry and transport animals with 
the British Expeditionary Force in France and other 
theatres of war. Many at home were engaged in a 
civil capacity in acquiring a supply of suitable animals 
for the replacement of losses. Now, mechanisation of 
the army has changed all this. The R.A.V.C. is 
reduced to a shadow of its former self, and even if an 
adjustment of policy should increase the number of 
transport animals used for military purposes, it is 
unlikely that anything more than a small expansion of 
the Corps would be necessary. 

Great importance is attached by the Government to 
the largest possible production, at home, of animal, as 
well as other, food products. We, as a profession, 
then, find ourselves concerned with the task of helping 
to preserve the health and fertility of farm animals. 
Attempts to control and, in some cases, eradicate such 
prevalent epidemic conditions as mastitis, contagious 
abortion, and tuberculosis, assume even greater 
importance. No better time could be found for the 
initiation of a properly organised campaign conducted 
by the practitioner, the laboratory worker and the 
Ministry of Agriculture, all co-operating with goodwill 
to a common end, to improve the general health and 
so increase the productivity of farm stock. It cannot, 
however, be too strongly emphasised that the practi- 
tioner must be allowed to retain his proper place in any 
“animal health ” campaign in this country. Just as 
the general practitioner is acknowledged to be the 
backbone of the medical profession, so also, is he the 
backbone of the veterinary profession. It is quite 
certain that if more and more work is to be removed 
from the hands of the private practitioner and given 
to whole-time officials, this backbone will be broken, 
and the prognosis will be very grave. Moreover there 
will be a danger of losing that mutual trust and confi- 
dence, which a full-time official can rarely achieve to 
the same degree, and which is of so great importance 
in dealing with the farmers of this country. 

Whilst A.R.P. organisation for humans has gone on 
apace, the parallel organisation for animals has lagged 
far behind. One must immediately concede that there 
is the serious difficulty represented by a shortage of 
money ; in fact, a complete. absence of public funds 
fcr the latter, while the former is supported by finance 
from both local and central government sources. A 
start has, however, been made by the National A.R.P. 
for Animals Committee, to launch a nation-wide 


scheme whose main objects are, first, to salvage for 
food those animals having to be slaughtered as a result 
of enemy action and which might otherwise be wasted ; 
secondly to protect the public against damage by © 
frightened, wounded or gassed animals; thirdly to 
provide organised and efficient first aid treatment for 
animals, and humane destruction of those beyond aid ; 
and finally to facilitate the recovery of lost animals. 
The onus of the local organisation under the committees 
must inevitably fall on the practitioner, and it seems 
to me of some considerable importance that he shall 
throw himself into it with all his usual goodwill and 
energy. ‘There is no-one to whom the public has a 
greater right to turn than to us, when the alleviation 
of animal suffering is in question. If we do not throw 
ourselves wholeheartedly into the work, the good name 
of the profession will suffer irreparable damage. It 
must therefore be a matter for great satisfaction to us 
all that the response to the appeal by Colonel Stordy 
and his helpers has been so prompt and universal. 
The work presents problems to the organiser that are 
new and puzzling. There is little or no literature on 
the subject to which one may readily refer, and little 
is known of the number or types of casualties that may 
be expected. In developing the human A.R.P. 
organisation, it was possible to draw on large numbers 
of more or less trained persons belonging to St. John 
Ambulance Corps, and the Red Cross Society. While 
handbooks on First Aid were available, on which to 
base the instruction of the untrained, there are no 
similar bodies from which we can draw our First Aid 
personnel, nor are there any comparable handbooks.* 
The members of the executive committee are giving 
all the help and advice in their power, but the resultant 
organisation depends very largely on the industry and 
ingenuity of the local veterinary surgeon. If any should 
hesitate to embark on this troublesome and arduous 
work, his hesitation must be short-lived—if for no 
other reason, on purely selfish grounds—when he 
remembers that there is certain to be, not'far away, a 
“quack ” waiting for the opportunity to “ steal his 
thunder.” 

These sketchy remarks represent the rambling 
thoughts of a practitioner and are, I fear, somewhat 
disconnected and cut no new ice. This is one of the 
few occasions when, I believe, one may talk to one’s 
heart’s content without any danger of being “answered 
back,”’ and that might be an inducement to me to 
continue. As, however, there is a good deal of 
important matter on the agenda and no doubt members 
hope to get home before “ black out,” I will close by 
thanking you for the support that you have given me 
during the past year, and expressing regret that our 
activities have been unavoidably curtailed. 

Following the Presidential Address the 
SECRETARY presented his annual report. 


Hon. 


SECRETARY'S REPORT 


The outbreak of war in September had the effect of 
reducing the number of our meetings to two instead of 
the usual three, the Autumn Meeting which was being 
arranged having to be cancelled. =* 

The Annual General Meeting, which was held at Maid- 
stone on March 23rd, was well attended. At this meeting 
an informal talk by Professor Miller on “ An unusual 
type of illness among grass-fed cattle” was much appre- 
ciated and gave rise to a most interesting discussion. 


*The National A.R.P. for Animals Committee is about 
to issue a handbook dealing with first-aid for animals. 
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The Summer Meeting took the usual form of an outing, 
and on this occasion a visit was paid to the Wye Agri- 
cultural College. Fellows were welcomed by Dr. McEwen, 
who gave an address on “ Contagious Abortion in Cattle.” 
The company afterwards inspected the College veterinary 
laboratory and were introduced to the members of the 
staff. A most instructive and enjoyable afternoon. 

Obituary.—During the year the Society has sustained 
a great loss through the death of three highly esteemed 
Fellows: Sir Frederick Hobday and Major Charles Rose 
(both Hon, Life Members), and Mr. H. P. Hogben who 
had been President and also Hon. Secretary of the Society 
in its early years. 

During the year one new Fellow was elected and there 
were two resignations—those of Mr. W. D. Halfhead 
who has retired from active practice, and Major G. W. 
Dunkin whose duties at Compton make it impossible for 
him to attend our meetings. The latter was elected an 
Honorary Fellow in recognition of his services during a 
long association with the Division. The membership of 
the Division now stands at 50, including four Honorary 
Members. 

During the past few months a good deal of work has 
been done in connection with the securing of reasonable 
supplies of petrol for veterinary surgeons in this area, and 
I am pleased to say that a fair measure of success has 
been achieved. 

Organisation of the National A.R.P. for Animals Com- 
mittee services in the area represented by this Division is 
proceeding under the guidance of Mr. S. F. J. Hodgman 
and Mrs. Thompson, both Fellows of the Division. 

Finance.—The financial statement for the year ending 
December 3lst, 1939, shows a balance of £26 12s 5d. 
This is an increase of £7 17s. 7d. over the balance of the 
previous year. 


ELECTION OF OFFICE BEARERS FOR THE YEAR 
1940-41 


Mr. Hopcman, stating that it would be a nice 
gesture, moved that, on account of the reduced activity 
of the Division during the past year as a result of the 
war, the office-bearers be re-elected en bloc for the 
ensuing year. The motion was seconded by Major 
PuGu and carried unanimously. To fill the vacancy 
on the council caused by the death of Mr. H. P. 
Hogben, on a proposition by Dr. Montgomerie and 
seconded by Mr. Isherwood, it was unanimously 
agreed to elect Major L. P. Pugh. 

Re-elected Office-Bearers for the year 1940-41 :— 

President—Mr. E. P. Barrett.; Vice-Presidents— 
Messrs. F. Crowhurst, A. Spicer, J. G. Cattel!, Dr. 
A. D. McEwen, S. F. J. Hodgman and C. Crowhurst ; 
Hon. Secretary and Treasurer—Mr. A. Thomson ; 
Council—Messrs. A. T. Crowther, J. B. Dier, F. C. 
Gillard, F. Marks, C. Roberts, Major G. E. Oxspring 
and Major L. P. Pugh. 

Representatives on Council, N.V.M.A.—Dr. R. F. 
Montgomerie, Mr. A. Spicer and the Hon. Secretary ; 
Representative on Council, V.V.B.F.—Mr. A. Whicher. 

Hon. Auditors—Messrs. H. Taylor and A. Whicher. 


A.R.P. Services FoR ANIMALS 


Address.—The President expressed his pleasure in 
asking Dr. W. R. WooLpDRIDGE to give his address on 
“A.R.P. Services for Animals.” [An account of the 
organisation of the National A.R.P. for Animals 
Committee and of its activities embodying the informa- 
tion given in Dr. Wooldridge’s address, is published 
at the commencement of this issue of the Veterinary 
Record.—Editor.| In this address Dr. Wooldridge 


gave an account of the organisation of the National 
A.R.P. for Animals Committee from its inception 


up to the present time and his audience much 
appreciated his explanation of the many points which 
had been so uncertain in their minds. 

The company were entertained by the President to 
tea, during which there was an informal discussion 
on the address given by Dr. Wooldridge. A vote of 
thanks to Dr. Wooldridge was moved by Mr. C. 
Roserts and Fellows showed their appreciation in the 
usual manner. 

The following Resolution was unanimously adopted : 
“That this Division records its appreciation of the 
work of the representatives of the N.V.M.A. in 
bringing the National A.R.P. for Animals Committee 
into being and in assisting its proper functioning.” 

' It was agreed that the next meeting of the Division 
be held late in April. 

The meeting then terminated. 

A. Tuomson, Hon. Secretary. 


IN PARLIAMENT 


The following questions and answers are among those 
recorded in the House of Commons recently : — 
ENSILAGE 


Mr. Price asked the Minister of Agriculture whether 
he is aware of the importance of ensilage in farm economy 
to-day, particularly in view of the present position with 
regard to imported feeding stuffs; and what steps he 
proposes to take to encourage this practice? 

Sir R. Dorman-Smitu: I am fully alive to the value 
of ensilage, above all in view of the feeding stuffs position, 
and am taking active steps through the agricultural and 
general Press and through the B.B.C. to encourage the 
wider adoption of this practice. A “ Growmore ” .Leaflet 
explaining the modern technique of making silage from 
grass and crops has also been published and is being 
widely distributed among farmers. I have circularised 
county agricultura] education authorities asking them to 
take all practicable steps to impress on farmers the value 
of ensilage and to arrange, and widely advertise, suitable 
demonstrations. The provincial advisory centres have 
been requested to co-operate wherever practicable. I 
have also asked County War Agricultural Executive Com- 
mittees to co-operate with agricultural education authori- 
ties in drawing the attention of farmers to the advantages 
of ensilage, and I anticipate that the committees will 
encourage farmers who are not in a position to obtain 
silos through the usual channels to make full use of the 
facilities available under the Agricultural Requisites 
Assistance Scheme, in which I have specifically included 
silos. Finally, the necessary arrangements have been made 
to ensure that molasses for silage making and supplies 
of certain materials required for structural silos will be 
obtainable this season. Imported softwoods, however, 
will not be available for the making of silos. 

Mr. Price: Will the Minister assure us that the War 
Agricultural Executive Committees are aware of the 
importance of the type of crop that is necessary on arable 
land in order to obtain cash cropping? 

Sir R. DorMAN-SMiITH: Yes, Sir. 


Foop Suppiies: Maize AND BARLEY 


Mr. De 1a Bere asked the Parliamentary Secretary to 
the Ministry of Food whether, in connection with maize 
and barley held for emergency in county warehouses, 
which are usually held by selected merchants for purpose 
of preventing pedigree stock having to be slaughtered 
through shortage of food, he will make some statement 
as to what demand pedigree stock owners have made upon 
these sources of supply? 
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THE PARLIAMENTARY SECRETARY TO THE MINISTRY OF 
Foop (Mr. LENNox-Boyp): Out of the 5,400 tons of maize 
and barley placed in the county emergency reserves in 
England and Wales from the middle of February to the 
middle of March the quantity released up to the end of 
March amounted to about 950 tons. Issues from the 
reserves are made only in cases of genuine hardship, but 
they are not confined to pedigree stock owners. 


ScoTLAND: FEEDING SturFs (ALLOCATION) 


Mr. CASSELL asked the Secretary of State for Scotland 
whether he is prepared to see that, if any rationing scheme 
is introduced for livestock foods, poultry feeding should 
be included on a parity basis commensurate with other 
livestock requirements? 

THe UNpDER-SECRETARY OF STATE FOR SCOTLAND 
(Captain McEwen): The allocation of feeding stuffs, 
if a rationing scheme is introduced, must depend upon 
the supply position from time to time and the relative 
importance in the national interest of the various classes 
of livestock. The hon. Member will, of course, be aware 
of the announcement of the Government’s policy with 
regard to feeding stuffs and livestock made on November 
22nd last. 

Mr. CasseEL_s: Does not the hon. and gallant Gentle- 
man consider that the suggestion contained in this Ques- 
tion is quite to the point, having regard to the position 
in Denmark at the present moment? 


NOTES AND NEWS 


The Editor will be glad to receive items of professional interest for 
inclusion in these columns. 
Diary of Events 

April 29th.—Meeting of the Editorial Committee, 
N.V.M.A., at 36, Gordon Square, W.C.1, 
4 p.m. 

May 2nd.—Meeting of the Central Veterinary Society, 
Conway Hall, W.C.1, 4 p.m. 

May 3rd.—64th Annual General Meeting of the Eastern 
Counties Division, N.V.M.A., at Cambridge, 
at 2 p.m. 

May 8th.—56th Annual General Meeting of the Western 
Counties Division, N.V.M.A., at Exeter, 


2 p.m. 
May 9th.—Last date for nominations, R.C.V.S. Council 
Election. 
May 15th—Commencement of R.C.V.S. 
Management Examination, 
May 23rd.—Issue of R.C.V.S. Annual Report and Voting 
Papers. 
May 30th.—Last date for receipt of R.C.V.S. Council 
Election Voting Papers, 
June 6th.—R.C.V.S. Annual General Meeting. 
Victoria Veterinary Benevolent Fund Annual 
General Meeting. 
June 20th.—R.C.V.S. Committee Meetings. 
June 21st.—R.C.V.S. Council Meetings. 
June 27th.—R.C.V.S. Written Examinations begin. 
July 3rd.—Provisional date for commencement of 
R.C.V.S, Oral and Practical Examinations. 
* 


Animal 


* 
Veterinary Council, Eiré 

A meeting of the Veterinary Council was held at the 
Veterinary College, Dublin, on Wednesday, April 17th, 
1940, presided over by Mr. A. A. Donnelly, M.R.C.Vv.s. 

The following members were present: Professor 
Kearney, M.R.C.v.S., Professor O’Connor, M.R.C.V.S., 
Professor O’Dea, M.R.C.V.S., D.v.S.M., Mr. P. F. Dolan, 
M.R.C.V.S., D.V.S.M., Mr. J. Dodd, M.r.c.v.s., Mr. J. J. 
Condon, M.R.c.v.s., and Mr. H. O’Leary, M.R.c.Vv.s. 

The meeting dealt with two cases of alleged infringe- 
ments of the Veterinary Surgeons’ Act, 1931, by two 
members of the veterinary profession. The President 


was appointed Returning Officer for the forthcoming 
election of new members to the Council. 


National A.R.P. Animals Committee 
EXECUTIVE OFFICERS’ TouRS 


During the past few months, the Chief Executive 
Officer and Deputy Chief Executive Officer have under- 
taken many tours throughout the country, and placed 
the organisation, objects and aims of the National A.R.P. 
Animals Committee before the public, agriculturists, and 
Divisions of the National Veterinary Medical Association. 

The tours which have been accomplished include visits 
to:— 


Beckenham Epsom Morecambe 
Birkenhead Glasgow Newcastle 
Birmingham Grantham Newport 
Bournemouth Nottingham 
Bristol Ipswich Rochester 
Camberley Kingston-on- Shrewsbury 
Cardiff Thames Stamford 
Carlisle Lancaster Warrington 
Chatham Leamington Spa Weybridge 
Colchester Liverpool Winchester 
Derby Maidstone Worthing 
Edinburgh Manchester York 


It was gratifying to these officers to find that in all 
these centres organisations are at work, and it can be 
anticipated that in the near future the whole country 
will be adequately covered by veterinary supervision. 
The personnel of the Registration Branch, too, are 
extremely busy, and large numbers of animals now bear 
the National A.R.P. for Animals Committee identity disc. 

The activities of the Committee are being extended to 
cover the rural areas, and this work is proceeding rapidly. 

* * * 


ASSOCIATION OF VETERINARY INSPECTORS 


The above association held its annual dinner at the 
Criterion Restaurant, Piccadilly, on Saturday last, when 
75 members attended under the chairmanship of the 
retiring President, Mr. J. Fox. 

The function was a memorable success, contributions 
to the evening’s enjoyment being rendered’ by several 
gifted entertainers. 

* * * * 
R.C.V.S. OBITUARY 


Buiarr, William Dunn, Christchurch, New Zealand. 
— Glasgow, May 24th, 1906. Died October 8th, 
1939. 


Rusay, Prof. Dr, Pierre, Emeritus Rector of the School 
of Veterinary Medicine, Curegham, Brussels. Died April 
5th, 1940, aged 72 years. 

Professor Rubay was an Honorary Associate of the 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons, a member of many 
scientific and academic societies in Belgium and France, 
and a member of the Permanent Commission for Internal 
Veterinary Congresses. 


Saunpers, Arthur George, Brevet-Major, late R.A.V.C. 
(T.F.), Tone Lodge, Taunton, Somerset. Graduated 
London, July 19th, 1901. Died April 18th, 1940; aged 
61 years. 

Mr. A. G. SAUNDERS, M.R.C.V.S. 


We record with much regret the death of Mr, Arthur 
George Saunders, a skilful practitioner held in high 
esteem by his colleagues in the West Country, who passed 
away at his residence, Tone Lodge, Taunton, after an 
illness of six weeks’ duration. Not only will his services 
over the wide area covered by his practice be much 
missed, but also those he was rendering without stint of 
effort, prior to his illness, in setting up an efficient organi- 
sation on behalf of the National Air Raid Precautions for 
Animals Committee, in his capacity as County Veterinary 
Officer for Somerset for that body. 
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» Mr. Saunders, who was a native of ‘Taunton, started in 
practice in the town in 1901. Before the last war he 
was veterinary officer to the West Somerset Yeomanry, 
and for part of the war period was in charge of the 
Remount Depot at Romsey, Hampshire. He held a 
number of offices, honorary and otherwise. Mr. Saunders 
was a veterinary inspector for the Somerset County 
Council, hon. veterinary surgeon to the Taunton Dog 
Show, and he acted in a similar capacity at the Taunton 
Race Meetings. A keen rider to hounds and polo player, 
Mr. Saunders took a great interest in these sports. He 
was a member of the Taunton Vale Foxhounds and 
Harriers Hunt and one of the founders of the Taunton 
Vale Polo Club, playing that game, at which he was very 
proficient, up to last summer. 

He leaves a widow and two daughters—Miss Phyllis 
and Miss Margaret Saunders, with whom the deepest 


sympathy is felt. 
* * * * 


GENERAL OBITUARY 
Mr. ALEXANDER JOHN ScoTT 


It is with deep regret that we record the death, on 
April 15th, at the age of 73 years, of Mr. Alexander John 
Scott, Editor of the Meat Trades’ Journal for 20 years. 
Mr. Scott, who had been in indifferent health since his 
retirement in 1936, did much to make the Meat Trades’ 
Journal the power that it is to-day, first in association 
with its founder, John Frederick Reid, who was also the 
first Secretary of the National Federation of Meat 
Traders. Mr. Scott, who succeeded him to the editorial 
chair in 1918, was a welcome figure at many of the social 
functions of the veterinary profession, having many 
friends amongst its members. 

* * * * 


ARMY VETERINARY SERVICE 
Lonpon GAZETTE—WaAR OFFICE—REGULAR ARMY 


The list of temporary and substantive promotions 
issued by the War Office on April 23rd contains the 
following notification : — 

Maj. (actg. Lt.-Col.) G. Lloyd, p.s.o., F.R.c.v.s., to be 
temp. Lt.-Col. (February 20th). 

* * * 


CENTRALISED SLAUGHTERING 


The Benjamin Ward Richardson Lecture will this year 
be delivered by Lieut.-Colonel J. A. Dixon, T.D., M.R.C.Vv.s., 
Chief Veterinary Officer, Leeds, on Tuesday, May 14th, 
1940, at 5 p.m., and the subject chosen for the lecture is 
“ Centralised Slaughtering.” 

The meeting will take place at .The Royal Sanitary 
Institute, 90, Buckingham Palace Road, London, S.W.1. 

TAUNTON MEAT INSPECTION COMPLAINT 


At a recent meeting of the Public Health Committee 
of the Taunton Rural Council, consideration was given 
to a letter from the deputy area meat and livestock officer 
of the Ministry of Food, stating that a complaint had 
been lodged that the inspection of meat at the Fideoak 
slaughterhouse was below what was desirable. Large 
numbers of stock were being killed at the slaughterhouse, 
but the attendance of the officer was such that, if an 
inspection had to be made, deliveries of meat to the 
various receiving points would be very considerably 
delayed. This meant that either the meat would have to 
be sent away without inspection or more frequent inspec- 
tion would be necessary. 

The Council approved of the committee’s decision that 
all the facts should be reported to the Minister of Health, 
and to point out that the meat inspection service, provided 
freely by the Council, could not be guaranteed adequate 
to deal with the enormous quantity of stock killed at the 
appointed slaughterhouse. 

: * * * * * 


Animals’ Welfare Week will be held this year from 
Sunday, April 28th, to May Sth. 


| 


WAR DAMAGE ON FARMS 


The assessment of war damage to livestock and growing 
crops is defined in the final report, published as a White 
Paper, of the Committee on the Principles of Assessment 
of Damage under the Government Compensation Scheme 
(Stationery Office, Cmd. 6197, price 2d.). 

For “ floating stock” the measure of damage should, 


_ the committee consider, be the value of the livestock in 


the open market at the time of loss. In the case of fat 
stock it should be the value which the Minstry of Food 
would have been prepared to pay for the animal, less the 
costs which would have been incurred in realisation if it 
had been sold, and the value, if any, of the carcase and 
hide. Damage in the case of permanent stock should be 
assessed by reference to the “ going concern” value, or, 
where possible, the cost of reasonable replacement on 
the farm at the time of damage. 

Where damage does not amount to total loss the 
assessment, the report continues, will be based on the 
diminution in net market value or in “going concern 
value.” If the damage can be repaired by veterinary 
treatment the expenses of the treatment should be the 
measure of damage. 

For cereal and root crops, crops of hay, fruit, and 
vegetables, the committee consider that the practice 
governing payments by an incoming to an outgoing 
occupier affords the appropriate basis for valuing damage 
at any stage of cultivation. ment of damage to 
harvested crops, consumable stores, and other agricul- 
tural products should be based on the cost of reasonable 
replacement. 

The Chairman of the committee was Mr. A. Andrewes 


Uthwatt. 
* * * 


CENSUS OF LIVESTOCK 


In spite of short and irregular supplies of feeding stuffs 
and new commitments in arable cropping, farmers have 
managed to maintain almost undimished the numbers 
of livestock. According to the census taken by the 
Ministry of Agriculture in March, the numbers of cattle 
in the country, which were a record on the outbreak of 
war, are rising slightly, and the numbers of sheep have 
hardly changed. ‘There has been a slight decline in the 
numbers of pigs and poultry, but this is smaller than was 


expected. 


* * * * 
MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE NEWS 
SERVICE 


S1taGeE CAN NOW BE MApE CHEAPLY AND EASILY 


Few farmers make silage, because of the deterrent 
effect of the high costs of concrete silos and because the 
process is considered complicated. There need not be 
hindrance to the use of silage on these scores, for new 
knowledge has greatly simplified and cheapened silage- 
making. A better quality silage can now be made with 
less wastage and at less cost for apparatus than formerly. 
In war-time it has become essential that every farmer 
who can do so should ensile, both in his own interes! 
— to lighten the ships that bring imported feeding 
stuffs. 

Silage is a valuable winter fodder for dairy cows, bee! 
cattle and sheep. It is an effective means of conserving 
young, leafy grass surplus to grazing requirements. Ver; 
little capital expenditure is required. The ensilage 0° 
grass is particularly desirable, first of all because surplus 
grass does not otherwise make its proper. contribution to 
the feeding of winter livetock; secondly, because young. 
leafy grass, which is rich in protein and more nutritious 
than hay, can be ensiled to replace a proportion 0! 
imported cake. 

Methods of Ensilage-——Young grass—up to about 6 in. 
in height—may be ensiled successfully in a concrete- 
lined pit, but even better results can be obtained from th: 
low-built portable silos now obtainable. Their capacity 
is generally from 15 to 30 tons, according to size, anc 
their price is from about £10 to £25 or a little more. 
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Their great advantage is that they can easily be taken 
to the crop, which is cheaper and quicker than taking 
the crop to the silo. The addition of molasses to the 
green fodder while filling is essential in making high 
quality silage from rich crops, such as young grass. 
‘There will be no shortage this year of molasses. But 
pits, trenches or clamps are quite adequate for the ordi- 
nary silage crops, such as mixtures of oats, vetches, peas 
and beans, lucerne, clovers, sugar beet tops, pea haulms 
or grass and clover mixtures. Silage can also be cheaply 
made in stacks, but this method should be reserved for 
hay crops in danger of being spoilt by the weather. A 
stack can be made at short notice with little preparation 
and the resulting silage will equal in feeding value hay 
made from the same weight of material. The beginner 
must beware of excessive heating with stack silage. 

In Pits and Trenches.—A brief description of one of 
these processes may remove the qualms of some of those 
who have never yet made silage. The pit silo in its 
simplest form is merely an excavation in the soil, which 
should be well-drained on the site selected. | Depth, 
6 to 7 ft.; other dimensions according to the size of the 
crop. The trench silo is the same sort of thing, only a 
different shape and not so deep. A trench 14 ft. wide 
and 4} ft. deep will require 2} yards of length for each 
acre of oats and vetches. Carts draw the crop to the 
pit and the loads are thrown in. They are compacted by 
heavy trampling and when the mass has reached ground 
level, the carts, both full and empty, should be drawn 
over the green material. Filling should be continued 
until the heap is built up above ground level to a safe 
height, but at least equal to the depth of the excavation. 
A break of about 24 hours should be allowed after filling 
to ground level to enable the fodder to settle. It is 
thus an advantage to have two excavations and fill them 
on alternate days. The mass settles down from day 
to day. When the sinking has ceased, the whole of the 
green material above ground is covered with an 8-in. 
layer of soil. Remove some of the soil when the silage is 
wanted and cut as with a haystack. In the case of pits, 
however, spoiling may be minimised by taking out the 
silage in thin layers. 

* * * * * 


Local shows arranged for this year throughout the six 
counties may have to be cancelled as a result of the 
Northern Ireland Ministry’s decision to withdraw their 
subsidies, without which many of the shows could not 
have been held in the past. In intimating the decision 
to the Tyrone Co. Committee, the Ministry stated that 
it was due to the urgent need for the curtailment of all 
services which could not be regarded as absolutely essen- 
tial for the successful prosecution of the war. Subsidies 
for the purchase of stallions were also to cease, and while 
premiums might be continued in 1940, the position after- 
wards would be that the premium scheme would cease 
to operate except in the case of those stallions which were 
purchased by means of subsidies made available from the 
Ministry. 


CORRESPONDENCE 


Letters to the Editor should reach the Office not later than by the 
first post on Tuesday morning for insertion in following Saturday's 
issue. 

The views expressed in letters addressed to the Editor represent 
the personal view of the writer only and must not be taken as 
expressing the opinion or having received the approval of the N.V.M.A. 


* * * * * 
DIAGNOSIS OF DISEASES OF SWINE 


To THE EpITOR OF THE VETERINARY RECORD 
_ Sir,—May I congratulate Mr. Anderson on his letter 
in last week’s issue on the perilous topic of swine fever. 
! have long felt the need for an alteration in the Swine 
Fever Order on the lines indicated by Mr. Anderson. 
Let me give one instance where great difficulty arises 
under the present Order. I recently told a pig owner to 


report suspected swine fever, and eventually dealt with 
the case for the Ministry. My post-mortem examination 
and the history, etc., satisfied me that swine fever was 
the cause of illness, and I sent up a good specimen of 
bowel ulcer. I persuaded the owner—a poor man—to 
expend three pounds on serum. Later, a sow which was 
the original patient died. I was sent again by the 
Ministry. I was greeted by an indignant owner, who 
wanted to know why the “blue pencil” I had serumed 
his pigs, when he had not got swine fever, and he was 
not going to “blue pencil” well pay me, and so forth. 
Now, although confirmation of this case eventually took 
place, I got my money, and the owner is happy and has 
apologised—for all the serumed pigs are doing well and 
have escaped infection—yet this is not always the reward 
of taking a risky and prompt decision to save an owner 
further losses. 

Under the Swine Fever Order envisaged by Mr. 
Anderson, this type of outbreak that takes the Ministry 
a long time to decide upon, would be swine fever from 
the outset, and the practitioner would have the Ministry 
behind him, instead of having to regard them as deterrent. 
to prompt and energetic action. 

Thirty years ago, when my father initiated me into the 
mysteries of “swine ” enquiries, the laboratory folk had 
not reached the stage of splitting “ swine fever” into so 
many categories, and diagnosis was far easier for the man 
on the spot. Nowadays with serums at our command, 
I would urge that this more comprehensive Swine Fever 
Order would be an excellent and statesmanlike move, and 
would result in greatly increased benefit to the pig owner. 

Yours faithfully, 
R. C. G. Hancock. 
Veterinary Infirmary, 
Station Road, 
Beaconsfield. 


April 22nd, 1940. 
* * * * * 


TREATMENT OF WAR WOUNDS 
To THE EpITOR OF THE VETERINARY RECORD 


Sir,—It was not without some nostalgic feeling that. 
one perused in the Veterinary Record of January 20th 
the observations by Professor W. M. Mitchell and your- 
self on the treatment of war wounds. I would venture 
to endorse the editorial warning against a too-ready 
acceptance of new methods in human surgery for the 
rougher purposes of veterinary practice; moreover, I 
would deplore the tendency evident in Professor Mitchell‘s 
remarks to what might be called an anthropomorphic 
view of veterinary surgery. 

His observations on the treatment of “ superficial 
wounds,” for instance, are hardly récognisable as being 
applicable to ordinary horse or cattle practice, and I was 
amazed at the absence of reference to what older men 
might consider the indispensability of oily wound dress- 
ings and Stockholm tar for picked-up-nail and similar 
wounds of the foot, both of horse and ox. He mentions 
Stockholm tar merely as a “ waterproof protective layer ” 
that might be used over a pad of cotton wool soaked in a 
watery solution. Such a dressing dries up in a very 
short time and when removed for the necessary farrier’s 
attention next day reveals a horn of stony-hard consis- 
tence, hardly to be cut by the searcher. Notwithstanding 
anthropomorphism and modernity I affirm that the method 
so widely used in the Great War and so generally used 
in country veterinary practice at all times is better than 
that advised by Professor Mitchell; that is, to use fairly 
freely the old-fashioned oily wound dressing (a mixture 
of rape or olive oil and turpentine) backed up by a pad 
of tow saturated with the same and with Stockholm tar 
and kept on by some mechanical*means.* Such a dressing 
ensured drainage by capillary attraction and—most 
important—kept the hoof soft so that the further paring 
which was often necessary could easily be done next day. 
In subservience to modern thought I will claim nothing 
for the possible antiseptic action’ of the turpentine but 
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still think that the lymph-promoting action of this essen- 
tial oil is beneficial in such cases. 

Reverting to the treatment of superficial wounds in 
large animals, we all know that bandaging, or maintaining 
otherwise, cotton wool dressings is impracticable as a 
rule, except in the case of wounds below the knee and 
hock. The main point in most wounds is to maintain a 
fair degree of freedom from contamination by dung. 
straw, and the matting of profuse discharges—and, of 
course, in summer weather to keep away flies. Such 
objects are best achieved by the varying or combined 
use of short periods of cold-water irrigation and the 
oily-wound dressing, not forgetting—for cattle especi- 
ally—the invaluable Stockholm tar. It may confidently 
be anticipated that, in our practice, for mechanical reasons 
at least, the value of such methods of wound treatment 
as those of Drs. Trueta or Winnett-Orr will be limited 
to dogs and cats. The immense volume of discharge 
from a large wound, say, of the horse, with its accom- 
panying pressure and erosive effect, alone would make 
such methods inapplicable. Moreover, it is by no means 
certain that the forms of wound infection found in stables 
and byres do not make it necessary for us to have a more 
open system of wound treatment for the larger animals. 
My experience teaches me that this is so and those who 
would convince me to the contrary will “ have to show 
me,” as demanded by the man from Missouri. 

A significant instance of the difference in human and 
veterinary wound infection and consequently wound 
treatment, is found in what might be termed the greater 
geographical variation in this branch of veterinary sur- 
gery. Castration wounds of bovines and horses that 
readily heal without antiseptic precaution in, say, Essex, 
will often cause heavy mortality in a South Devon valley 
farm if similarly left to nature. Experience has proved 
that in the low-lying farms of South Devon (South 


and to apply a strong antiseptic oi] or ointment to the 
castration wound if fatal infection is to be prevented. 
Small abrasions of the skin of the extremities of horse 
may safely be treated as Professor Mitchell advises, in 
Midlothian, but in the valley of the Aisne in France i: 
was found that wounds thus virtually left to nature 
speedily became infected with a virulent organism wit! 
many fatal results. It was definitely proved both in 
South Africa and in Egypt by the Army Veterinary 
Service that in an arid climate cold water irrigation as 
routine measure was the best all-round form of woun/ 
treatment, but when I tried the same method in the 
South Sea Islands every wound became seriously infected 
with filaria. It may be that for similar reasons, the 
lessons of the Spanish War in human surgery will not be 
safely applicable to wounds infected with bacteria from 
the more heavily manured and moister soils of France. 

It has been recorded both by Brigadier-General Eassie 
and Colonel Olver that where diseases such as epizootic 
lymphangitis and ulcerative lymphangitis are prevalent the 
routine use of an oily wound dressing containing turpen- 
tine, camphor, etc., is a sure preventive of infection. 
It seems to me quite likely that the routine use of an oily 
wound dressing for picked-up-nail, etc., may sometimes 
prevent tetanus in districts where that disease occurs. A 
turpentine-oil mixture penetrates a hoof-wound and is 
effective for a longer period than a watery dressing. 

Other instances could be given but enough has been 
said to remind us of the existence of geographical varia- 
tions in wound infection necessitating variations in veter- 
inary treatment, an aspect of our work that is invariably 
ignored by our academicians. 

Yours faithfully, 
c/o Union Bank of Australia, WAKEFIELD RAINEY. 
Launceston, 
Tasmania. 


Hams district) it is necessary to use the actual cautery February 29th, 1940. 


DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS, 1894 to 1937, ann AGRICULTURE ACT or 1937 (PART IV) 
Summary of Returns of Confirmed Outbreaks of Scheduled (Notifiable) Diseases 


Foot- 
Anthrax. | and-Mouth Parasitic § Sheep Swine 
| Disease. Mange. Scab. Fever. 
Animals 
slaugh- 
Out- Out- tered as Out- Out- Out- | Swine 
Period. breaks | Animals| breaks | diseased || breaks | Animals|} breaks || breaks | slaugh- 
con- |attacked.| con- or ex- con- |attacked.|| con- con- | te 
firmed. | firmed. | posed to || firmed. firmed. || firmed 
infection. 
No. No. | No. No. No No. No. No. No 
Period 16th to 31st March, 1940} 31 32 | 1 122 2 2 9 131 80 
in eee 
1939 54 6o | — 2 3 10 61 24 
1938 ees oes eee 44 48 | 10 499 5 7 7 14 19 
J 1937 eee eee see 23 28 | aia —— 4 5 6 61 24 
Total Ist to 
1940 oni ose pag 160 174 15 2,362 10 23 91 920 438 
Corresponding period in 
] 939 eee eee eee 262 280 29 4,357 19 36 1 39 | 338 1 96 
1938 ote oan een 259 270 113 15,158 32 49 82 96 2 
1937 ned aa 178 205 3 262 57 88 96 311 
A Note.—The figures for the current year are approximate only. § Excluding outbreaks in Army Horses. 


Tuberculosis (Attested Herds) Schemes 


The number of Attested Herds, i.e. herds officially certified as free from tuberculosis, 
follows :— ENGLAND 3,638 Wares 9,072... ScoTLanD 2,836 


as at 3lst March, 1940, was as 
(GREAT BRITAIN) 15,546 
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PARKE, DAVIS § & COMPANY’S 


Biologicals 


ov forty years have elapsed since Parke, Davis & Company first 
undertook the manufacture of biological products, and they can 
fairly claim that their experience in this direction is unequalled. The 
following is a selection of serums and bacterins (bacterial vaccines) 
and allied biological products for veterinary use. 


Mixed A Tetanus Antitoxin (Veterinary) . 
vaccine prepare rom cu tures of the 

Bacillus bronchisepticus, streptococcus Anti-Influenza Serum (Equine) (Anti- 
and staphylococcus. streptococcus Serum). 

Mixed Antigen (Canine). For use in 

the prevention and treatment of infec- Streptococcus - Staphylococcus Bacterin 
tions due to the Bacillus (Equine). 

Blacklegoids, Blackleg Filtrate and (Canine). 


For the subcutaneous, _ Further particulars will be sent on 


intradermal, and ophthalmic reactions. request. 


PARKE, DAVIS & CO., 50, BEAK STREET, LONDON, W.1 
Inc. U.S.A., Liability Ltd. 


Laboratories: Hounslow, Middlesex 
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“MAGNUM” PESSARIES | TEAT BOUGIES 


(HEWLETT’S) Gross | Prepared with an aseptic basis, for inserting into injure: 
Per doz. 'Teats, or after operating on a blind Teat to prevent the 
Acid. Boric, 2 drms, os ee | 5/- ' closing of the milk duct. Length 2} ins. Antiseptic 
Acid. Boric, 2 drms. s 7/6 7/- | Lubricant included in each box. 
lodoform, 1 drm. 
Alkaline eee eee eee 5/6 5/- 66 99 
Chinosol, } drm. 8/6 8/- | Hewlett’s “Handy” Teat Bougies 
hs Creoform ati ao oe obs 8/- 7/6 Price: 1/3 per box of 12, 9d. per box of 6, 
Creosalgen, Surgical 3% .... dvs 5/- 4/6 Loose, 1/— per doz. 
Formaldehyde 2% ... 6/- 5/6 | 
Hyd. Perchlor (1 in 2000). 5/6 | Gupric Handy” Teat Bougies 
Price: 1/9 per box of 12, 1/- per box of 6. 
lodoform, 1 drm. nie 7/- 6/6 
Salol, 2 drms. ... 99 
With Cocoa Butter basis (except Formaldehyde), 1/- doz. extra. Bougies 
, 1/3 per doz. 


“‘Hewsol” Intra-Uterine Pessaries 
(HEWLETT’S) 
With a gelatine basis containing 10% “ Hewsol ” germicide 


Cupric “Super-Handy” Teat 


| 
| Length 34 ins. Price: 1/6 per box of 12, 1/— per box of 6, 
Loose. 


(Rideal-Walker Co-efficient of 5.0). | i 
Price: 2/9 doz. Gross quantities 2/6-doz. Bougies 
The above prices are subject to an increase of 10%. Price: 2/— per box of 12, 1/3 per box of 6. 


Introduced and Manufactured only by 


C. J. HEWLETT & SON, LTD., 35-43 Charlotte Road, E.C.2. 


Telephones: Bishopsgate 9855 (four lines). Reg. Tel. Address: ‘‘ Pepsine, Finsquare, London.”’ 


R.3909 M 


| 
DETTOL g ‘ Dettol’ is widely and increasingly used in veterinary practice 
because it combines all the most valuable features of a modern antiseptic. | 
As a germicide ‘ Dettol’ is three times more effective than pure carbolic | 


and | acid, yet it can be used on raw wounds, and in parturition, without danger | 

or discomfort. Its high efficiency i; maintained even when blood, serum, | 

| 


pus or faeces are present in considerable quantity. And it is an excellent 
ceodoran!. ‘ Detiol’ is absolutely non-poisonous and non-staining, and 
possesses a distinctly pleasant smell. 


Sold by chemists in bottles I'-, 1'9, A handy booklet **‘Dettol’ in 
3'-, 5'-, and 7'6, and in 1 gallon tins Veterinary Practice” will be sent 
12s. 6d. each. These prices do not free on request to Reckitt & Sons, 


apply in Eire or Overseas. (Pharmaceutical Dept. 157), Hull. 
4 
DETTOL 
THE MODERN ANTISEPTIC 


(MMMM RECKITT AND SONS, HULL AND LONDON. (PHARMACEUTICAL DEPT., HULL) 


| 


